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imUhL  REPORT  OP  THE  I/IEDICi^  OFFICER  OF  HE/.ITH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Boiirne  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Vital 
Statistics,  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Urban  District,. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area  in  acres  10,103 
Population  - Census  1971  6,A30 
Population  - Registrar  General’s  Estimate  1971  6,A30 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  2,232 
Rateable  Value  21  3, 878 
Sum  represented  by  a Ip  rate  2,019 


vit;x  statis^i^ 

Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1971. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas  materially  affects 
both  the  birth  and  death  rates  cf  these  areas,  comparability  factors  alloTiring  for  this  are 
issued  by  the  Registrar  for  each  Local  Government  unit.  These  factors  may  be  used  for  calcu- 
lating what  are  termed  in  this  Report  as  ’NET’  rates  and  fair  comparisons  are  obtained  if 
the  latter  are  used  when  comparing  rates  with  those  of  any  other  area  (when  these  have  been 
similarly  adjusted)  or  with  the  rates  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  Bourne  are  1,00  and.  0,92  respectively. 
The  corresponding  figure  when  multiplied  by  the  crude  rate  (that  is  for  Births  or  Deaths  as 
the  case  may  be)  will  give  the  net  rate.  In  this  way  adjustments  are  made  for  Boundary 
Changes  and  also  account  is  taken  of  the  presence  of  any  residential  institutions  within 
the  area, 
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Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Net  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  popxilation 
Rate  for  England  and  \7ales 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Still  births  - Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Ifales 
Total  live  and  still  births 


Deaths 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 
Net  cleath  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population 
Rate  for  England  and  'Jales 

Infantile  Mortality  (i. e,  deaths  of  infants  under 

the  age  of  one  year) 

Total  number  of  deaths 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 

Neo-natal  deaths  (i, e,  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks) 
of  age) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  '.Tales 


Early  neo-natal  deaths  i, e,  deaths  of  infants  under 

one  week 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
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M/XE  FEM.^xLE  T0T;X 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (i.e,  still-births  and  deaths 

under  one  week  combined)  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  38,0 

Rate  for  England  and  i'/ales  22 

Maternal  mortality  (i.e,  death  due  to  pregnancy  and 

childbirth  or  abortion)  ' • NIL 

Rate  for  England  and  "v/ales  0,25 


The  Birth  rate  at  15*7  approximates  very  closely  to  the  National  figure,  which  this  year 
is  sixteen  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

For  each  of  the  past  seven  years  the  total  number  of  births  in  the  country  a.s  a whole 
has  shown  a decline;  so  why  there  should  be  so  much  talk  of  a population  explosion  is 
difficult  to  fathom. 

It  is  a coincidence  -that  the  total  number  of  births  in  Bourne  was  the  same  exactly  as 
that  in  1970. 

Illegitimate  births  were  three  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births  which  is  certainly 
very  much  better  than  the  National  one  of  eight  per  cent.  Even  so  there  are  three  babies 
without  the  stability  of  being  brou^t  up  by  two  parents  in  a secure  home  and  therefore 
start  life  at  a disadvantage. 

The  Birth  rate  at  11,3  is  again  close  to  the  National  figure  after  it  has  been  corrected 
by  the  Comparability  Factor,  vihich  makes  allowance  in  our  favour  for  the  sli^t  preponderance 
of  those  in  the  older  age  groups. 

The  natural  increase,  that  is  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths  was  twenty  two,  a 
decrease  of  eight  on  the  previous  year.  However  this  has  been  more  than  made  up  by  the 
influx  of  new  population  into  the  town  and  the  future  development  of  the  Nev;  City  of 
Peterborou^  will  greatly  increase  this  trend. 

This  year  there  was  one  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  compared  xTith  tliree  the 
previous  year  giving  an  infantile  motality  rate  of  10  against  the  National  rate  of  18,  It 
vrould  appear  that  this  rate  for  England  and  "iVales  is  stuck  as  it  has  remained  the  sane  for 
the  past  three  years.  So  far  a,s  Bourne  is  concerned  it  illustrates  the  hi^  standards  of 
obstetrical  and  infant  care  which  ore  maintained. 

The  cause  of  the  infant  death  was:- 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Birth  Anoxia  in 
a male  child  aged  2 days. 
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Unfortunately  the  perinatal  mortality  rate  vras  38  compared  with  the  National  experience  of  22, 

The  causes  to  which  the  three  Still  Births  were  attributed  were:- 

(1)  Intracranial  Haemorrhage, 

Contracted  Pelvis, 

Failed  trial  of  forceps, 

(2)  Foetal  asphyxia, 

Intra-uterine  iuioxia, 

(3)  Intra-uterine  Foetal  i^noxia. 

Placental  Insufficiency, 

Ls  has  been  said  repeatedly,  it  is  quite  unjustifiable  to  read  too  much  into  any  set  of  vital 
statistics  based  on  a small  population  such  as  Bourne’s  62f30,  Nevertheless  it  is  clear  from  the  figures 
that  the  planners  should  provide  the  requisite  school,  recreational  and  cultural  facilities  to  stimulate 
healthy  minds  and  healthy  bodies  in  our  new  citizens.  The  Social  and  \7elfare  needs  of  our  many  Senior 
Citizens  should  also  loom  large  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  serve  ard  cherish  this  Town  and  all  who  dwell 
therein. 
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CAUSES  OP 


! Sex 
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Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity  etc 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 


Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 
Diabetes  Mellitus 


Anaemias 

Meningitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 
Hypertensive  Disease 
Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 


Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 


Cerebrovascular  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circtilatory  System 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

Peptic  Ulcer 
Appendicitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  system 
Other  Diseases,  Genito -Urinary  System 
Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
Suicide  & Self-Inflicted  injuries 
All  other  External  Causes 
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Cardio  Vascular  disease  is  as  alr/ays  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  causes  of  death. 

It  is  inevitable  in  the  long  run  that  this  should  be  so  for  nan-kind  is  mortal  and  a 
slow  degeneration  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  must  occur  I'dth  advancing  age. 
Nevertheless  of  the  fifty  two  deaths  occurring  in  the  group,  eighteen  were  due  to  disease 
of  the  Coronary  arteries  and  sixteen  to  disease  of  the  arteries  supplying  the  brain, 
resulting  in  strokes.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  all  the  factors  which  contribute  to 
the  hardening  and  narrowing  of  arteries  and  the  deposition  in  their  walls  of  fatty 
swellings  are  not  loiown  but  certain  things  should  be  avoided  and  other  precautions  can 
be  taken. to  reduce  the  onset  and  incidence  of  disease  in  these  vital,  situations. 

Over-indulgence  in  food,  in  excess  of  the  individual’s  requirements  and  overweight 
should  be  avoided.  Adequate  leisure  and  regular  exercise  should  be  taken.  Try  v/alking 
instead  of  using  the  car  when  opportunity  presents.  Try  not  to  worry  unnecessarily  for 
it  helps  no-one  except  possibly  the  Undertaker,  It  has  been  increasingly  evident  of 
recent  years  that  sugar  should  be  talcen  with  the  greatest  moderation.  In  fact  were  it 
a drug  it,  would  probably  have  been  indicted  by  now  as  being  in  the  "to  be  taken  with 
caution"  category.  Finally  smoking  may  also  play  a sombre  role  in  causing  contraction 
of  the  arteries,  which  they  can  ill  afford  if  already  under  stress,  and  so  reducing  the 
blood  supply  to  the  heart  muscle  and  the  brain. 

Malignant  growths  returned  to  second  place  in  the  table,  accounting  for  eleven 
deaths.  Four  of  these  making  it  the  dominant  type,  were  cancer  of  the  lung.  Two 
were  women  and  two-  men.  Though  the  numbers  are  too  small  from  which  to  deduce  firm 
conclusions,  it  is  to  be  expected  ho’w  that  women  are  more  habituated  to  smoking  than 
before  the  last  war,  that  they  will  in  future  feature  more  significantly  in  the  death 
returns  from  this  cause.  It  is  a tragic  toll  v/hich  the  nicotine  containing  weed 
exacts  from  its  devotees.  It  is  sad  that  in  an  age  when  preventive  inoculations  are 
given  for  a great  -range  of  preventable  disease,  that  this  one  could  largely  be  overcome 
too,  when  its  main  cause  is  clearly  knoim,  namely  avoidance  of  cigarette  smoking. 

It  is  a paradox  that  great  sums  and  effort  are  spent  in  preventing  the 
unavoidable  and  yet  seemingly  little  is  done  to  avoid  the  preventable. 

Respiratory  diseases  are  found  in  third  place  this  year,  probably  due  to  a 
relatively  mild  \7inter  and  the  absence  of  a true  influenzal  attack  on  the  Community, 

There  \7as  a death  of  a fifteen  year  old  who  was  flung  from  a car  in  a road 
accident  a distressing  loss  of  life. 

Another  accidental  death  was  that  of  a fifty  seven  year  old  nan  on  whom  there 
was  an  open  verdict  of  drowning.  One  case  of  suicide  is  recorded.  The  victim  was 
a female  aged  forty  one.  It  is  tragic  when  desperation  and  despair  reach  such 
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dinensions  that  all  wish  to  live  is  extinguished.  The  work  of  the  Sanaritans  in 
this  field  of  hunan  misery  is  playing  a vronclerful  role  in  holding  out  hope  and  a 
helping  hand  to  all  vrho  are  tempted  to  commit  Felo-de-se  and  who  ask  for  their  help. 

Thirty  of  the  deaths  were  in  persons  aged  seventy  five  years  of  age  and  over 
making  thirty  seven  per  cent  of  the  total,  i7ith  very  many  more  living  to  a ripe 
old.  age  on  the  one  hand  and  a tendency  for-  very  earlier  retirement  on  the  other  it 
is  clear  that  these  years  should  he  made  as  meaningful  and  worthwhile  as  possible. 
This  can  only  he  achieved  hy  preparation  for  then  long  before  the  event  by 
acquiring  new  interests  or  renewed  zest  for  old.  It  brings  frustration  to  pass 
too  abruptly  from  all  absorbing  work  into  a vacuum  of  empty  dayg  and  yet  how  many  do. 
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HEALTH  SERVICES  BI  THE  AREA 


Two  District  Nurses/Midwives,  Mrs,  Bird  and  lars,  Thacker  "serve  the  Bourne 
Connunity  and  the  nei^boxiring  villages  of  Morton  end  Thurlhy, 


R' el  fare  Food  Services 

These  are  provided  fron  the  Health  Centre  and  are  available  betv/een 
the  folloiving  hours: 

Tuesday  3.00  p, m.  - 4.00  p.n. 

Wednesday  3.00  p.n.  - 4.00  p.n, 

Thursday  10,00  a.n,  - 12.00  noon  & 2.00  p.n,  - 4.00  p*n, 
Friday  3.00  p.n.  ~ 4.00  p.n. 


There  is  an  Establishnent  of  one  Health  Visitor  and  this  post  is 
occupied  by  Mrs,  H,  Houghan,  H.V.Cert,  Anongst  other  things  the  work  consists 
of  a conprehensive  advisory  service  to  the  whole  fanily  and  in  particular  in 
the  paediatric  field  v/here  advice  on  feeding  difficulties,  diet  and  infant 
nanagenent  is  nuch  sought.  The  aftercare  and  advising  of  patients  who  have  had 
Tubercle  and  their  fanily  is  another  facet  of  her  work. 


Infant  Welfare  and  School  Clinics 

A school  clinic  is  held  each  Thursday  norning  at  the  Health  Centre  and 
a doctor  attends  on  the  first  and  third  Thursday  nornings  in  the  month.  This 
is  mainly  an  assessment  clinic  where  investigation  into  educational  and  physical 
handicaps  are  carried  out,  thou^  some  minor  ailments  are  seen. 

Infant  R’elfare  Sessions  are  held  every  Thursday  afternoon  with  a doctor 
in  attendance  on  the  first  and  third  in  each  month.  During  the  year  232  individual 
children  attended  this  clinic  and  the  aggregate  attendance  was  4592  giving  an 
average  attendance  per  session  of  88,  The  clinic  doctor  saw  246  of  the  children. 

The  clinic  is  staffed  by  the  Health  Visitor,  Mrs,  Heughan;  assisted  by  a 
School  Nurse,  Miss  Henfrey, 

The  writer  again  expresses  grateful  thanks  to  the  voluntary  workers  who 
give  such  devoted  and  invaluable  help  by  making  available  appropriate  baby 
foods  and  supplements  to  the  mothers,  by  record  keeping  and  assistajice  with 
weiring.  The  ordering,  maintenance  and  accounting  for  supplies  is  a very 
onerous  task,  deserving  of  a special  mention. 


(8) 


Routine  Guthrie  testing  for  phenylketoi^^^-ia'  was  carried  out,  but  no  case 
of  this  rare  condition  was  found. 

Regular  Ophthalmic,  Physiotherapy  and  Speech  Thoro,py  clinics  are  held  at 
which  children  are  seen  by  appointment. 

Dr,  V,  Holdway,  Consultant  Child  Psychiatrist,  holds  a weekly  clinic  at 
the  Children’s  Hostel,  West  Street,  Bourne,  and  others  are  seen  by  Dr,  B.  hliitehead. 
Consultant  Child  Psychiatrist,  at  the  Peterborou^  District  Hospital. 

School  Dental  Service 

After  a hiatus  from  19^9  Mr,  R.  Cliffe,  a Dental  Surgeon  took  up  duty  in 
the  early  Autumn  and  it  looked  as  though  this  most  necessary  service  would  once 
again  be  operative.  Alas  his  tragic  death  at  the  end  of  the  year  brought  it  to 
an  abrupt  halt. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Free  Diphtheria,  A^ooping  Cou^,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  protection  is 
provid.ed  by  the  family  doctors  as  is  vaccination  against  Smallpox,  Measles  and 
Rubella  (German  Measles)  also.  The  sane  services  are  available  at  the  School 
and  Infant  Welfare  Sessions  already  mentioned, 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxation  Classes 

During  the  year  fifty  young  expectant  mothers  attended  these  classes,  making 
an  aggrega.te  attendance  of  two  hundned  and  seventy  five.  There  vrere  twenty  six 
Bourne  residents  in  this  fifty. 

These  classes  are  designed  to  help  the  mothers  to  understand  the  birth 
processes  and  to  approach  their  babies  vmth  the  confid.ence  born  of  loiowledge. 
General,  edncational  and  social  facets  are  dealt  with  and.  these  sociable 
gatherings  are  very  popular.  Educational  films  are  also  shovm.  The  classes  are 
held  by  Mrs,  H,  Heu^an,  H.V, C,  at  the  Health  Centre  on  Wednesdays  from  2.30  p.m, 
to  4.00  p.m. 


The  Family  Doctors  play  a full  part  in  this  service  and  tv/o  hundred  and 
twelve  cervical  smears  were  taken. 


A clinic  is  also  held  at  Barn  Hill  House,  Stanford  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Thursday  afternoons  in  each  month.  A few  Bourne  residents  make  use  of  this  facility. 
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Appointnents  can  be  nade  with  Ifrs,  I.'illians,  Centre  Secretary,  Barn  Hill 
House,  Stanford,  Telephone  No,  Stanford  2906, 

Hospital  Services 

Those  are  provided  by  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  who 
control  the  Butterfield  Hospital  and  the  Bourne  Chest  Hospital,  The  nain 
general  hospital  services  are  based  on  the  new  District  Hospital  at  Peterborough 
and  the  Stanford  Hospital,  Hospital  provision  for  the  Mentally  ill  or  the 
Subnornal  is  nade  by  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  Rauceby  and 
Harnston  Hall  respectively.  It  is  a cause  for  nuch  satisfaction  that  there  is 
no  intention  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  to  deprive  Bourne  of  its  greatly 
prized  Butterfield  Hospital, 

St,  Peter’s  Hospital,  Bourne,  has  155  beds.  It  caters  for  those  grades 
of  children  and  wonen  who  are  so  nentally  handicapped  that  they  would  not 
benefit  fron  training  at  Harnston, 

At  the  tine  of  last  year’s  report  there  was  considerable  anxiety  over 
the  possibility  that  the  casualty  service  at  the  Stanford  Hospital  would  be 
closed.  This  gave  rise  to  a stom  of  protest  froniPny  quarters.  Fortunately 
the  threat  did  not  naterialise  and  in  fact  the  Service  was  narginally  inproved. 
On  the  other  hand  due  to  staff  shortages  a curtallnent  of  the  Casualty  Service 
at  the  Peterborough  District  Hospital  had  to  be  accepted  between  the  hours  of 
6,00  p,n,  and  9.00  a,n. 

Venereal  Diseases 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  out-patients  departnent.  District  Hospital, 
Peterborough,  under  Dr.  N.A.  Ross, 

Males;  Mondays  5.00  p.n,  - 6,00  p,n,  ‘.rodnesdays  5.30  p,n,  - 6,30  p.n, 

Fenales;  Tuesdays  10,30  a,n,  - 11,30  a,n,  Thursdays  A.30  p.n,  - 5.30  p.n. 

Public  Health  Laboratory 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  situated  in  the  Peterborough  District 
Hospital  provides  us  with  a nost  conprehensive  and  efficient  bacteriological 
service  under  its  Medical  Director,  Dr,  E,J, G,  Glencross,  I would  like  to 
acknowledge  gratefully  the  valuable  advice,  help  and  unfailing  courtesy  which 
he  and  his  staff  have  extended  to  the  Health  Departnent  throughout  the  year. 
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Bacteriological  specinens  of  many  kinds  have  been  submitted  and  the  constant 
stream  of  \ifater  samples  from  mains,  bores,  swimming  baths,  private  supplies  and 
domestic  taps  has  continued  weekly. 


A clinic  is  held  at  Bam  Hill,  Stamford  and  provides  a welcome  service  to 
married  women  wishing  to  plan  their  families,  and  advice  is  given  to  engaged 
couples.  Methods  of  contraception  and  medical  help  with  sexual  problems  a.re 
an  integral  part  of  the  work. 


The  sessions  are: 

Pirst  Tuesday  in  each  month:  2,00  p,m. 

Remainder  of  Tuesdays  in 

each  month:  7*00  p.m. 


3.45  p.n. 

8.45  p.n. 


Appointments  can  be  made  by  telephoning  the  Family  Planning  J-Ssociation*s 
Honorary  Secretary  at  Barn  Hill,  otamford.  Telephone  No,  2906,  during  clinic  times. 

Ambulance  Service 

Two  Ambulances  and  two  dual  purpose  vehicles  are  stationed  at  Bourne, 

Entonox  and  inflatable  splints  are  available  as  necessary. 

Other  Services 

In  previous  years  comments  on  the  Hone  Help  Service  and  the  Mental 
7/elfare  Service  were  an  integral  part  of  this  report.  Now  both  of  these 
ha.ve  been  absorbed  into  the  new  Social  Services  Department  and  are  no  longer 
part  of  the  G-eneral  Health  Services,  The  District  Headquarters  are  at 
No,  4 St,  George's  Street,  Stamford,  Telephone  No,  Stamford  3011  and  the 
team  leader  is  Mr,  J.G.  Smith,  to  whom  queries  on  these  and  the  general 
welfare  services  should  be  addressed. 
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FBMIJjiMCE  i.ND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISIL".SBS 


Under  1 year 
1-2 
3-4 
5-9 
10-14 
15  - 19 
20  - 34 
35-44 
45-64 
65  and  over 
Ages  unknown 
TOTi*LS 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  - excluding  Tuberculosis  - vms 
seventy  eight  conpared  vdth  thirty  two  in  1970  and  ninety  nine  in  1969.  The  increase 
was  due  to  the  biennial  increase  in  Measles  patients.  Now  that  there  is  a safe  and 
effective  vaccine  against  the  disease  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  vTill  be  greatly  reduced 
and  in  the  long  tern  abolished  as  a disease  of  childhood.  All  parents  should  bear  in 
nind  that  even  though  in  the  past  neasles  has  been  accepted  as  a nornal  nile stone  on 
the  road  to  g?ov7ing  up,  it  presents  a najor  hazard  to  sone  accounting  for  over  a 
hundred  deaths  a year  and  very  nany  serious  ear,  eye,  bronchial  ard  even  nervous 
systen  conplications.  As  early  as  possible  in  the  second  year  of  life  is  the 
ideal  tine  to  seek  protection,  choosing  a tine  when  the  child  is  well. 

Twenty  one  years  of  freedon  fron  Polionyelitis  has  nor/  been  achieved  in  Bourne, 
This  triianph  nust  be  acclained,  however,  with  a note  of  caution.  As  v/ith 
Diphtheria,  a new  generation  is  growing  up  who  never  have  seen  or  known  these 
diseases  v/hich  had  such  devastating  effects  in  older  days.  They  have  not  Icnown 
what  it  is  to  see  a previously  happy  and  active  child  stricken  down  with 
paralysing  nervous  or  heart  conplications  and  in  all  too  nany  cases  losing 
their  lives.  Maybe  sone  of  these  young  nothers  have  heard  gruesone  stories 
of  such  things  fron  their  nothers,  or  nore  likely  their  grandnothers  and  v/ith 
nonchalance  ascribed  then  to  the  nedical  nytholog/  of  a dead  past,  iilas  how 
nenacingly  wrong  this  is.  It  is  only  by  keeping  up  the  "herd  innunity"  and 
by  ensuring  that  a very  hi^  percentage  of  all  our  chilc>en  are  fully  protected 
that  we  can  renain  in  safet^^  otherwise  both  diseases  can  and  will  return  with 
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Measles  Scarlet  Fever 


2 

15 

17 

38 


2 

1 


Salnonella 

Gastroenteritis 


Sonne 
Dysentery 


73 


all  their  former  virulence  and  damage  to  life  and  limb. 

It  is  a personal  and  a social  obligation  for  every  mother  to  have  her 
child  protected  and  so  play  her  part  in  the  continuing  compaign.  Immunity 
is  not  ours  of  ri^t  but  only  as  a reward  for  conscientious  and  active 
endeavour. 

How  far  short  of  this  we  a-re  will  be  only  too  well  seen  by  the 
figures  which  follow. 

Of  the  101  children  born  in  1970,  by  31st  December  1971,  only 
38  had  been  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  giving  a 37.6  per  cent 
protection.  The  figiire  for  the  County  as  a whole  was  63.9  cent. 

Frankly  this  is  asking  for  trouble,’  The  complete  answer  and  safety 
lies  in  coming  to  Surgery  or  Clinic  on  three  occasions  in  the  first 
year  of  life  for  three  drops  of  vaccine  by  mouth  and  no  ill  effects. 

Is  it  not  the  hei^t  of  folly  to  ignore  such  a free  health  insurance 
policy? 

Turning  to  Diphtheria,  of  the  101  infants  bom  in  1970  only  2fl 
had  been  immunised  by  31st  December  1971,  giving  a percentage  of  40,5. 

The  equivalent  County  average  was  65  pei:’  cent.  The  same  remarks  apply 
to  these  figures  as  to  the  Poliomyelitis,  In  the  case  of  Diphtheria  there 
have  moreover  been  sporadic  outbursts  in  various  pla.ces  during  the  past 
year  to  demonstrate  clearly  that  warnings  of  tiiat  can  happen  in  apathetic 
Communities  is  no  idle  threat. 

Having  said  this  it  must  be  added  that  the  method  of  compiling  the 
statistics  is  open  to  c riticism.  If  the  currently  recommended  schedule 
for  primary  protection  is  follo’wed,  tha,t  is  for  the  Diphtheria,  Tetanus, 
DTiooping  Cou^i  and  Poliomyelitis  vaccines  to  be  given  simultaneously  at 
the  sixth,  ei^th  and  twelth  months;  then  those  born  in  November  and 
December  of  say  1970  will  be  hard  pressed  to  complete  their  programme 
before  31st  December  1971,  unless  mothers  are  ultra  conscientious  on 
timing  and  ignore  the  pre-Christmas  rush  and  bustle.  If  they  delay  to 
1st  January  1972  or  their  immunisation  cards  are  not  returned  by  then 
they  will  not  be  counted  either  in  1971  or  any  other  later  year.  The 
statisticians  ou^t  to  re-programme  their  computer  to  be  more  realistic, 

A comparatively  new  Rubella  vaccine  has  created  considerable 
interest  in  and  demand  for  it.  There  are  few  now  who  do  not  know  something 
of  the  grim  significance  of  a non-immune  expectant  mother  developing  the 
disease  in  the  first  three  months  of  her  pregnancy  and  the  hi^  liability 
is  such  a case  of  the  baby  being  born  \7ith  severe  congenital  defects  if 
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the  pregnancy  is  allowed  to  proceed*  Sven  if  they  do  not  develop  this  disease  such 
non-innune  persons  can  pass  throu^  great  anxiety  in  the  fear  of  so  doing.  It  is 
very  inportant  that  vaccination  should  he  given  at  a tine  when  there  is  no 
possibility  of  pregnancy,  Iccoidingly  it  was  decided  to  offer  it  to  parents  for 
their  girls  aged  thirteen  who  ha.d  not  previously  had  the  infection,  through  the 
School  Health  Service,  In  Bourne  fifty  eight  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
and  it  is  fitting  to  thank  the  Headnaste^s  of  the  Bourne  G-rannar  and  Bourne 
Secondary  Modern  Schools  for  their  wholehearted  co-operation.  At  this  acceptance 
rate  it  nay  soon  be  reasonable  to  vaccinate  the  boys  too  and  so  hope  to  eradicate 
the  reservoir  of  infection  fron  the  Connunity, 

Influenza  was  not  rife  this  year  and  the  conplication  of  influenzal  pneunonia 
accordingly  was  not  recorded,  i.re  the  vaccines  getting  nore  efficient?  It  would 
be  good  to  think  that  they  were  polyvalent  enou^  to  give  full  protection. 

There  was  one  notified  case  of  Dysentery  ^'iiich  occurred  in  a young  adult 
but  no  further  cases  or  conplication  arose  therefron. 

Tragically  the  case  of  mute  neningitis  resulted  in  death. 

The  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  not  inter-r elated! 

The  usual  follo^T  up  was  nade  to  ensure  that  no  food  handlers  were 

involved,  as  this  seens  to  be  the  only  relevant  control  step  which  is  practical 
in  this  nanifestation  of  the  protean  streptococcus  haenolyticus 

A card  of  precautions  is  given  to  all  Coioncil  vrorknen  v;ho  nay  fron  tine 
to  tine  work  in  situations  liable  to  rat  contaninr.tion,  reconnendlng  the  steps 
to  be  talccn  to  avoid  T/eils  disease,  iuiy  enployer  who  is  interested  nay  obtain 
copies  fron  the  Health  Departnent,  The  South  Ldncolnshire  u'ater  Board  are 
cnongst  those  who  have  alread/  done  so. 

Venereal  Disease 

The  nunber  of  new  cases  fron  that  part  of  the  County  which  looks  to  the 
Peterborou^  District  Hospital  for  treatnent  was  ninety  two.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  1970  was  eighty  seven  and  for  19^9  fifty  three.  The  total  of  new 
cases  attending  the  Peterborough  Hospital  v/as  592,  It  is  regretted  that  the 
nunber  of  those  who  night  have  cone  fron  Bourne  and  be  included  in  this  figure 
is  not  knovm.  It  is  obvious  hov/ever  that  the  local  figures  are  steadily  rising 
and  reflect  accurately  the  rising  tide  of  the  figures  nationally  which  has 
carried  this  disease  into  being  the  second  highest  connxinicable  dises.se.  It 
is  only  exceeded  by  neasles  but  this  has  now  an  innunising  vaccine  which  should 
reduce  it  narkcdLy.  The  followers  of  Aphrodite  have  no  such  protection. 


Tuberculosis 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  Pulnonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  period 
and  no  deaths  for  the  infection  were  recorded  either. 

The  close  co-operation  between  the  Medical  Staff  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
and  the  Health  Visitor  has  been  a feature  for  nany  yeans  now  and  it  forns 
an  invaluable  link  between  the  patient  and  his  fanily  on  the  one  side  and 
the  Clinic  Staff  on  the  other,  so  that  a naxinun  benefit  accrue  to  both 
by  the  interchange  of  relevant  inforne,tion. 

It  v;as  reported  last  year  that  the  Depantnent  of  Health  had  decided 
in  general  terns  to  phase  out  Mass  Radiography  Units  and  their  itinerant 
progrannes  of  X-Ray  facilities  in  toi/ms  and  villages  throughout  the  County, 
This  was  follov;ed  by  the  announcenent  that  the  East  Anglian  Unit  based  on 
Cambridge  which  served  this  area  had  been  disbanded.  This  however  left  the 
Units  of  the  Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  it  was  their  decision  not 
to  alter  their  routine  visits  before  31st  March  1973«  It  is  now  announced 
that  they  too  will  cease  their  touring  facilities  as  fron  that  date, 
in^rangenents  are  being  made  for  Open  Sessions,  to  which  any  nenber  of  the 
public  can  go,  to  be  held  at  the  Lincoln  County  Hospital  and  the  Nottingham 
and  Leicester  General  Hospitals  - these  being  the  nearest  venues  for  Bourne, 

It  is  hoped  that  they  vdll  be  patronised. 

The  B, C,G,  Vaccination  Scheme  for  senior  school  children  was  continued 
at  Bourne  Grammar  and  Bourne  Secondary  Modern  Schools,  At  the  Grammar,  forty 
nine  were  skin  tested  and  of  these  forty  two  were  found  to  be  negative  and 
received  B, C,G,  vancine.  None  of  the  four  who  xvere  positive  required  Chest 
X-Rays, 

At  the  Secondary  Modem  seventy  five  were  skin  tested  and  of  those 
sixty  four  were  found  to  be  negative  and  were  vaccinated.  None  of  those 
v/ho  v;ere  positive  required  Chest  Radiography, 

S;j^ITARY  CIRClMST.'irCES  OR  THE  lUlE/x 

The  South  Lincolnshire  TJater  Board  is  responsible  for  the  supply  and 
distribution  of  v/ater,  I would  like  to  thank  Mr,  N,A,  Eagles,  Engineer  and 
Manager  and  Mr,  D,  Reeson,  Clerk  to  that  Authority  for  their  help  and  ever 
ready  co-operation  throughout  the  year.  Bourne  has  an  elected  member  on 
the  I'ater  Board  and  the  goodwill  which  has  existed  betv/een  the  two  Authorities 
since  its  inception  has  been  fully  maintained. 


A close  supervision  of  the  water  at  source  and  in  distribution  for  its 
chenical  and  bacteriological  charaoteristics  has  been  carried  out  throughout 
the  year  and  there  has  been  a conplete  interchange  of  infornation  on  all  factors 
which  ni^t  effect  each  i-uthority  or  the  consuners  whon  T/e  serve. 

It  has  been  a source  of  nuch  inter*est  and  pleasure  to  ne  to  be  Medical 
lidvisor  to  the  Board  and  it  does  seen  good  liaison  between  those  who  lay  and 
fill  the  nains  and  those  who  oonsune  this  necessity  of  life.  During  the  course 
of  the  year  sixty  seven  enployees  whose  work  brought  then  into  direct  contact 
with  the  water  itself  had  blood  sanples  taken  for  T/idal  tests  as  well  as  the 
associated  three  consecutive  sanples  of  urine  and  faeces,  Additionally 
Superannuation  and  Heavy  Vehicle  driving  licence  nedical  exaninations  were 
carried  out. 

During  the  year  nuch  new  work  was  dune  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  town, 
for  the  denands  for  nore  and  yet  nore  water  require  continuing  expansion 
and  new  construction  to  keep  pace  with  then. 

Bourne  is  a najor  source  of  supply  to  the  "ater  Undertaking  and 
neets  its  own  needs  and  that  of  a wide  area  besides.  It  is  derived  by 
artesian  bores  under  sone  30  feet  of  pressure  fron  the  water  bearing  areas 
of  the  Lincolnshire  Oolite  Linestone,  It  is  of  the  highest  bacteriological 
purity  but  coning  fron  such  a source  it  is  heavily  charged  vrith  c arbonates 
and  is  very  hard  in  character,  A water  wdth  such  chenical  characteristics 
can  certainly  be  cleared  of  any  tendency  to  being  lead  solvent  and  it  is  now 
largely  accepted  that  a hard  water  is  better  for  drinking  and  donestic  food 
preparation  purposes  than  a soft.  There  is  in  fact  unassailable  evidence 
fron  various  parts  of  the  world  that  the  incidence  of  one  forn  of  cardio- 
vascular disease  is  less  in  hard  water  than  in  soft  water  areas.  It  should 
be  observed  however  that  the  use  of  a donestic  water  softening  plant  renoves 
these  two  advantages  in  return  for  a better  soap  lather  and  the  reduced  scun 
line  in  the  wash  basinj 

The  fluoride  content  a,t  0.25  parts  per  nillion  is  only  a quarter  of 
the  optinun  figure  for  dental  preservation  but  is  a useful  starting  point 
for  future  artificial  fluoridation  policy. 

There  are  no  standpipes  but  three  p roperties  at  the  west  of  the  town  are 
supplied  fron  a private  local  source.  One  of  those  gavo  rise  to  concern  during 
the  pci-iod, 

conplaint  was  received  fron  the  Pon  area  of  unpleasant  taste  iron  a.  local 
well  supply,  . Pull,  investigation  showed  tliis  to  be.  due  to  sulphur  reducing  bacteria 
but  this  supply  was  decned  to  be  wliolosouc  end  satisia.ctory, 

A conparatively  higii  nitrate  figure  in  caiotlicr  private  source  put  it  on  the 
'list  for  routine  surveillance  at  regular  intervals.  All  of  this  goes  to  show  that 


constant  vigilance  is  the  price  one  must  pay  for  safety  and  the 
inneasura,hle  boon  of  having  an  Analytical  Chemist*  s opinion  available  to  us 
through  the  arrangement  \7ith  our  Rural  neighbours, 

L typical  Chemical  analysis  of  mains  water  is  given  below; 


MALYTICfJ.  RESULTS  IN  PARTS 


Appearance 

Clear  and  Bright 

Colour  (Hazen) 

NIL 

Odour  

NIL 

pH  

7.2 

Alkalinity  as  CaCO^  

230 

B.0.D.J  

— 

Caustic  Alkalinity  as  Ca  CO, 

3 

NIL 

2,67 

Total  Hardness  as  Ca  CO,  .., 

392 

Suspended  Solids 

NIL 

Calcium  Hardness  as  Ca  CO 

0 ^ 

Dissolved  Solids  at  IO5  C ,,, 

346 

Inmoniacal  Nitrogen 

NIL 

540 

idLbuninoid  Nitrogen 

— 

Total.  Mineral  Acidity  

191 

Total  Organic  Nitrogen 

0.100 

Residual  Chlorine  

NIL 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

NIL 

Iron  

0.037 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  1,78(7.89  as  NO  ) 

Copper  

NIL 

Chloride  as  Cl 

25 

Zinc  

NIL 

Sulphate  as  So,  .,, 

123 

Lead  ,,. ...  ,.,  ,,. 

NIL 

Eluoride  (P)  .,, 

0,25 

Pree  CO^  

28 

Manganese 

Other  ijaalyses: 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

NIL 

Non  Carbonate 

Calcium  as  Ca 

Magnesixam  as  li 

P.V,  4 hours  @ 27°C  

Hardness  - 162  as  Ca  Co^ 

- 139  mg/l 

Ig  - 11,2  mg/l 

^0.05 

Remarks:  This  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  is  free  from  toxic  metals 
It  is  of  good  organic  quality  and  free  ffom  excess  eler:Tents 
injurious  to  health, 

Mr,  N.ii,  Eagles,  Engineer  and  Manager  has  commented  as  follov:s  on  the 
water  position  in  Bourne  and  I wish  to  thanic  him  for  doing  so. 
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(i)  The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the  Bourne  Urban  District 
fron  the  souvce  works  at  Manning  Road  Punping  Station  during  the 
year  was  91,225,000  gallons  which  was  a slight  decrease  on  the 

1970  figure.  The  average  daily  quantity  supplied  was 250, 000  gallons 
which  represents  a consumption  of  38.9  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

(ii)  Sanples  of  the  raw  and  chlorinated  water  '.irere  taken  eachveek  fron 
the  source  works  at  Bourne  and  suhnitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis.  All  sanples  taken  ^nre  satisfactory  in  quality.  A copy 
of  the  chemical  analysis  of  a sample  fron  the  Bourne  source  taken 
during  the  year  is  enclosed. 

(iii)  The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  the  nains  laid  in  the 
Urban  District  area  during  the  year: 


(iv)  At  the  end  of  the  yea,r  a Contract  was  let  for  the  first  sta.Ge  in 


the  conplete  reconstruction  and  developnent  of  the  Manning  Road 
Pumping  Station,  \7ork  is  expected  to  commence  in  March  1972  and 
to  be  completed  towards  the  end  of  1973.  This  will  enable  the 
daily  abstraction  from  the  cource  to  be  increased  from  the  present 
maximum  of  5.  5 n.  g.  d.  up  to  8. 0 m.  g.  d. 

These  figures  show  a decrease  of  half  a million  gallons  over  the 
previous  year  and  a fall  therefore  in  the  daily  consumption  per  head  from 
44.48  gallons  to  38.9  gallons.  It  is  difficult  to  think  that  in  practical 
terns  there  has  been  any  real  reduction  of  water  for  essential  purposes  and 
the  fall  must  be  a reflection  of  economy  and  a reduction  in  wastage.  This 
is  higllLy  commendable..  The.  ever  increasing  overall  demands  for  water  must 
inevitably  mean  the  exploitation  of  new  supplies  natural  or  nan  made.  It 
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is  for  this  very  reason  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  drown  a valley 
near  Enpin^an  to  make  an  artificial  reservoir  with  a surface  area  greater 
than  b’indemere.  The  proposal  has  been  nade  previously  in  these  reports, 
and  one  day  will  be  inplenented  I an  sure,  that  large  users  of  water  will  be 
obliged  to  reconstitute  it  after  use  and  rooirculate  it  for  their  needs. 

Only  by  such  nethods  will  we  avoid  drowning  valley  after  valley  in  this  Country, 
for  the  under g-round  supplies  with  which  we  are  blessed  are  enornous  but  not 
inexhaustable. 

For  a.  long  tine  it  has  been  patently  obvious  that  sone  radical 
reorganisation  was  necessary  of  the  various  Bodies  and  areas  involved  in 
water  supplies  - Production,  Distribution,  Sewerage,  River  T/aters  and 
general  conservation.  The  Governnent  has  no?;  grasped  this  thorny  problen 
and  have  decided  that  the  present  22  River  Authorities,  l60  b'ater  Under- 
takers, over  1200  Sewerage  Authorities  and  2000  niles  of  canals  and  rivers 
separately  aclnjnistered  by  the  British  Waterworks  Boa.rd  v;ill  be  analganated 
to  fom  ten  Regional  all  purpose  Water  Authorities,  It  oust  have  been 
realised  by  thinking  people  that  water  is  one  of  our  greatest  National 
assets  and  that  it  nust  be  treated  as  such  wherever  it  is  found  and  for 
wha,tever  purpose  it  is  used,  Econonics  and  ecology  alike  demand  that  it  be 
treated  with  respect  and  not  thoughtlessly  exploited. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  has  been  very  hard  pressed  to  deal  with  the 
domestic  waste  and  industrial  effluents  draining  to  it.  They  have  been 
exceedingly  well  served  by  their  staJPf  but  the  best  management  in  the  world 
cannot  cope  with  Virorks  which  are  chronically  overloaded  and  produce  poorish 
final  effluent  as  these  seven  consecutive  routine  samples  taken  between 
March  and  December  1971  by  the  River  Board, 
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Royal  Commission  standards  are:-  Suspended  solids  not  to  exceed 
30  parts  per  million  and  Biological  Oxygen  d.emand  not  to  exceed  20  parts 
per  million,  A modified  recirculation  was  introduced  to  reduce  the  strength 
on  to  the  filters  and  this  certainly  effected  an  improvement. 
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It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  it  oan  he  recorded  that  the  decision 
was  nade  to  proceed  with  an  enHargCDent  of  the  works  to  a design  capacity  for  a 
population  of  thirteen  thousand*  .„i.ttention  has  also  been  given  to  the  fact 
that  in  future  River  Boards  will  require  effluents  to  be  of  a standard  nuch 
hi^er  than  that  of  the  Royal  Connission  of  1910  and  requires  at  least  a 
naxinun  figure  of  Biological  Oxygen  Denard  of  10  and  suspended  solids  of  15 
parts  per  nillion  respectively.  Capacity  to  meet  these  requirenents 
will  be  built  with  the  proposed  enlargenents. 

Though  an  industrial  effluent  Rgreenent  had  been  nade  with  a 
fellnongering  firn,  the  business  ceased  before  the  Dispoal  ’lorks  were 
called  upon  to  accept  this  further  loading.  On  the  other  hand  the  works 
had  to  cope  with  the  effluent  fron  a firn  in  the  vegetable  processing  and 
freezing  business,  which  even  after  prelininary  treatnent  had  on  discharge 
to  the  Councils  sewers  an  enbarras singly  high  Biological  Oxygen  denand  and 
Suspended  Solid  content. 

No-one  is  better  qualified  to  speak  of  the  difficulties  of  sewage 
disposal,  of  trying  to  naintain  a balance  between  the  crude  flow  to  the 
works  and  the  production  of  a reasonably  acceptable  final  effluent  to  the 
River  than  Mr,  Michael  Silverv^ood,  our  S\irveyor,  He  through  the  years  has 
watched  carefully  the  vicissitudes  of  fortune  throughout  the  sewage  disposal 
network.  His  conncnts  on  the  situation  which  follow  I acknowledge  with  thanks, 

”1  gave  in  my  previous  two  year’s  reports,  considerable  emphasis  on  the 
expansion  of  development  within  the  district.  This  had  in  tiurn  been  acted  on 
by  the  Public  Health  Committee,  with  instructions  being  given  to  the  Council's 
Consulting  Engineers  to  make  provision  for  the  demand.  This  has  resulted  in 
the  Consulting  Engineers  reporting  on  schemes  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
Sewage  ''.Torks  and  the  improvement  of  surface  water  drainage.  During  the  year 
the  details  of  these  schemes  were  prepared  and  finalised  for  submission  to  the 
Department  of  the  Environment  and  it  is  hoped  that  progress  will  be  sufficient 
in  the  forthcoming  year  to  enable  the  Council  to  ask  for  Tenders, 

Unfortunately  inflationary  signs  indicate  that  the  capital  costs  of  these 
schemes  are  accelerating  at  a rapid  rate,  and  will  be  in  excess  of  the 
original  anticipated  figures. 

The  surface  water  drainage  scheme  which  incorporates  the  enlargement  of 
the  Harrington  Street  brook  and  culvert  from  its  junction  with  the  Carr  lyke 
as  far  as  North  Street,  extends  westwards  via  St,  Gilberts  Road  to  Wood  View. 
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The  Council  during  the  year  have  proceeded  with  the  development  of  St,  G-ilberts  Road 
and  have  acquired  land  at  the  rear  of  Wood  View  as  a preliminary  to  creating  an 

environmental  improvement  area  for  the  Wood  View  houses.  In  addition  the  land  fronting 
on  to  North  Street  is  proposed  to  be  developed  as  a bus  and  car  park.  These  schemes 
it  is  hoped  will  be  proceeded  with  in  the  coming  year,  but  their  progress  is 
dependent  on  the  commencement  of  this  surface  water  scheme.  The  general  development 
and  subsequent  increase  of  drainage  to  the  works  has  shovm  no  sign  of  abating  and 
indeed  the  indications  are  that  the  construction  of  private  housing  is  increasing 
to  a trenendeous  extent, 

V/ith  regard  to  the  Sewage  V/orks,  the  question  of  the  disposal  of  trade  effluent 
has  been  a considerable  problem  t hroughout  the  year  and  indeed  the  efficient  running 
of  the  vrorks  has  been  inevitably  linked  7;ith  its  disposal  into  the  Councils  sewers. 

In  my  last  years  report,  mention  was  made  of  the  effects  the  quality  of  trade  effluent 
has  on  the  works  and  the  establishment  of  a processing  plant  for  the  provision  of 
frozen  foods  was  causing  the  department  n consid.erable  amount  of  work.  Throughout 
the  year  the  effectiveness  of  the  Sewage  Y/orks  was  tested  to  its  limit  and  in  fact 
the  limits  and  capabilities  of  the  Bourne  Sewage  Works  were  reached  and  passed  in 
September,  The  quality  ci,nd  strength  in  August  and  September  reached  alarming 
proportions  ;7ith  the  result  that  grave  concern  was  caused  as  to  whether  the  works 
would  cope  v.’ith  the  volumes  and  strength  viiichwere  being  placed  on  the  system. 

The  stage  was  reanhed  late  in  September  when  the  biologica,!  filters  gave  signs  of 
an  immediate  breakdown  and  the  strength  of  primary  effluent  being  distributed 
over  the  filters  was  some  three  tines  above  normal.  Emergency  measures  had  to  be 
taJcen  and  a re -circulation  system  brought  into  operation.  The  Committee  were 
fiolly  conversant  of  the  position  and  their  responsibilities  would  have  been 
extremely  great  if  the  filtration  process  had  finally  collapsed.  Fortunately 
in  October  an  abatement  of  the  strength  of  the  effluent  improved  greatly  the 
quality  of  the  effluent  from  the  works,  but  nevertheless  for  the  first  tine 
the  Council  received  unsatisfactory  results  from  the  statutory  samples  taken 
by  the  River  Authority.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  re -circulation  system 
which  was  initiated,  played  a most  important  part  in  the  natter  of  what  was 
an  extremely  serious  situation. 

No  problem  can  illustrate  more  fully  the  value  wliich  the  Council  have 
derived  from  having  I.5r,  Maxfield  and  his  laboratory  available  than  this 
question  of  dealing  with  trade  effluent  and  its  effect  on  the  works.  It  has 
enabled  the  department  to  have  almost  instant  loiowledge  and  information  at 
most  vital  tines  and  this  above  all  was  probably  responsible  for  dealing  '.Tith  the  natter 
and  consequently  saving  a breakdown  of  the  purification  process  carried  out 
at  the  works.  The  Council  justifiably  are  very  thankful  for  Mr,  Maxfield’ s help. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  fim  had  nanaged  to  effect  some  control 
over  the  quality  of  effluent  they  discharged  into  the  sewers  and  this 
had  not  only  relieved  pressure  on  the  works  itself,  hut  also  vindicated 
the  Connittee  who  felt  that  every  help  should  he  given  to  the  fim  to 
treat  their  effluent  and  vuho  during  the  year  could  very  easily  have  heen 
accused  of  carrying  their  help  further  than  their  technical  resources 
would  allow. 

In  conclusion  the  nany  difficulties  and  prohlens  which  were 
experienced  last  year  will  there  is  no  douht  increase,  and  the  period  before 
the  new  extensions  cone  into  operation  will  have  to  he  carefully  watched 
at  all  tines.  The  Public  Health  Connittee  have  correctly  taken  what  steps 
are  reqiiired  to  (hal  with  the  natter  and  the  Council  have  endorsed  their 
decisions  and  given  instructions  for  the  necessary  schenes  to  he  carried 
ou";.  These  costly  steps  will  I have  no  douht,  prove  the  foresight  of  the 
Connittee  and  Council  in  future  years," 

Mr,  Maxfield,  Analytical  Chenist,  whose  services  are  shared  by  the 
Rural  District  and  Bourne  Urban  District  Councils  has  nade  a great 
contribution  to  the  prohlens  touched  on  above.  His  constant  routine 
analyses  have  heen  invaluable  in  pinpointing  sources  of  trouble  and  in 
association  with  the  Suirveyor  in  wringing  the  utnost  out  of  the  works 
thenselves.  Quite  apart  fron  this  routine,  there  arose  prohlens  of 
Septicicity  and  nalodour.  The  forner  is  an  alnost  inescapable  liability 
of  long  sewer  lines  and  did  affect  occasionally  the  nain  fron  Dyke  which 
will  bo  dealt  with  by  chlorination.  It  also  affected  the  nain  fron  Thurlby 
and  this  was  dealt  with  effectively  by  chlorination. 

Odour  pollution  of  the  air  is  alas  beooning  ever  noro  frequent  as 
industrial  processes  becone  no  re  and  no  re  conplex  ajid  widespread  and  so 
called  factory  faming  proliferates.  In  general  terns  pollution  by  snell 
is  the  least  directly  haraful  to  health  of  all  the  onvironnental  nuisances. 
It  can  however,  seriously  affect  nental  attitudes  and  destroy  the  peaceful 
enjoynent  of  our  hones  and  nei^bourhoods.  It  is  also  often  the  sign 
of  a wasteful  or  ill  designed  process  and  at  all  events  is  the  by-product 
of  a process  of  a kind  v/hich  Society  will  no  longer  tolerate  without  very 
forthright  protest. 
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Bourne  was  subjected  to  this  problem  during  this  review  year 
and  the  Council  found  themselves  in  the  very  un  fortunate  position  of 
having  to  adjudicate  between  those  who  felt  aggrieved  by  malodour 
and  those  who  had  to  carry  on  a modern  industry  giving  much  needed 
employment  and  at  the  same  time  to  maintain  their  o;7n  position  inviolate 
as  the  servants  of  the  whole  community.  It  would  be  quite  superfluous 
to  review  the  discussions  and  the  arguments  v;hich  led  to  a referral  to  the 
Magistrates  Court,  Suffice  it  to  say  that  experts  were  brought  together 
and  all  their  accumulated  knowledge  and  know  how  were  pooled  to  try  and 
find  an  acceptable  answer  and  their  recommendations  were  accepted  in  a 
fully  co-operative  spirit  by  all  concerned.  It  is  therefore  a sanguine 
hope  that  a lasting  solution  will  be  forthcoming  to  what  is  universally 
admitted  to  be  a tremendously  difficult  problem, 

Apart  from  his  v/ork  appertaining  to  effluents  and  sewage,  our  Chemist 
also  carried  out  the  water  ana,lysis  already  referred  to  and  maintained  a 
continual  surveillance  on  the  Council’s  svrinming  bath.  Other  work  included 
a check  on  the  refuse  tip  for  toxic  materials  where  fortunately  nothing  was 
found  to  cause  concern,  Ho’.7ever,  let  Mr,  Maxfield  speak  for  himself:- 

” During  the  year  a wide  variety  of  analyses  has  been  undertaken.  In 
particular  the  routine  sampling  and  anlysis  of  the  various  stages  of  treat- 
ment at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Plant  has  been  most  important.  The  results  of 
this  work  being  necessary  to  prevent  the  overloaded  plant  from  complete 
breakdown  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  due  to  serious  additional 
loading  by  Trade  Effluent  discharge.  At  one  point  it  appeared  that 
irrever sable  breakdown  of  the  Biological  Filters  was  inevitable,  but 
fortunately  the  Officers  of  the  Council  took  the  appropriate  action 
immediately  and  serious  permanent  damage  was  avoided. 

The  constant  sampling  and  analysis  is  still  very  important  v/ith  this 
overloaded  sewage  disposal  plant  to  ensure  that  all  possible  measures  are 
taken  to  retard  the  slow  deterioration  of  the  Final  Effluent, 

One  vexing  problem  both  to  the  Council  and  Residents  in  the  area  has 
been  the  odour  from  the  outfall  of  the  various  Rising  Mains  entering 
Bourne,  It  is  very  pleasing  to  note  that  this  problem  can  be  eliminated 
by  chlorination  and  indeed  one  Rising  Main  in  particular  has  been  completely 
cured  of  this  problem.  To  the  Residents  in  the  vicinity  of  these  outfalls 
the  odour  can  be  very  disturbing,  however,  the  Council  are  equally  disturbed 
by  the  corrosive  effect  on  the  Gravity  Sewers,  So  it  v;ill  be  seen  that  the 
elimination  of  odour  is  not  only  desirable  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Public  but  even  more  so  for  the  Council  where  repairs  to  Gravity  sewers  are 
extremely  expensive. 
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The  Survey  of  Private  liYater  Supplies  for  Nitrate  Content  has  continued 
during  the  year.  This  is  considered  an  essential  function  of  the  Laboratory 
in  view  of  the  possible  effect  on  young  infants  and  other  medical  aspects. 

The  full  range  of  analysis  carried  out  by  the  Laboratory  are  too 
nunerovis  to  enter  into  detail  but  it  is  pleasing  to  Imow  that  whatever 
problem  arises  the  Officers  of  the  Council  readily  put  forv/ard  their 
knowledge  and  co-operation  to  achieve  a speedy  solution, 

I vrould  lilce  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  my  assistant 
Miss  J,  Atkin  for  her  patient  and  diligent  work  during  the  year,  especially 
during  the  times  v;hen  other  work  carried  out  by  myself  has  left  her  v/ith  the 
burden  of  carrj/ing  out  the  routine  analysis  unaided," 

The  Council  ovm  and  maintain  Public  Conveniences  at  the  lecreation 
Ground  and  in  South  Street  as  v/ell  as  those  on  their  own  property  at  the 
Corn  Exchange,  During  most  of  the  year  these  were  treated  ;7ith  respect  but 
on  one  occasion  tov/ards  the  end  of  it,  an  onslaught  was  made  on  them  when 
wash  basins  were  ripped  out  and  the  pipe  torn  offthe  walls  causing  a minimum 
of  £25.  worth  of  damage.  It  is  extraordinary  how  these  things  can  occur 
without  any  member  of  the  general  public  hearing  a fracas  and  reporting  it. 
One  can  only  condemn  the  mental  attitude  of  those  v/hose  brawn  so  manifestly 
outweighs  their  brains  that  they  vdll  wantonly  destroy  public  property  and 
the  amenities  of  the  town. 

The  Swimming  Baths  which  have  been  in  their  near  ideal  setting  on  the 
Abbey  Lawr:s,  a much  prized  feature  of  the  Bourne  scene,  ran  into  difficulties 
in  the  1970  season.  To  bring  then  up  to  a fully  modern  standard  and  replace 
worn  out  features  would,  it  was  found,  require  a very  considerable  capital 
expenditure. 

After  negotiation  between  Council  ancl  the  ovvners.  Bourne  United 
Charities,  it  was  arranged  for  the  Council  to  talce  them  over.  It  is  very 
right  and  proper  to  record  no’w  the  great  indebtedness  of  the  citizens  of 
Bourne  and  many  others  living  outside  the  town  to  the  Bourne  United 
Charities  v/hose  Trustees  so  many  years  ago  provided  these  facilities  and 
have  maintained  them  up  to  1970.  It  is  fascinating  to  speculate  on  how 
many  bonefitted  from  the  opportunity  of  leajcning  to  sv;im;  and  maybe  some 
among  them  \7ere  able  to  render  help  to  others  in  difficulty  in  sea,  lake, 
river  or  elsewhere,  V.liatever  the  result  of  this  speculation  maybe,  it  is 
certain  thai  very  many  thousands  have  enjoyed  the  health  giving  and  fine 
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recreation  of  swinning  who  had  they  lived  in  nost  other  towns  of  equal  size, 
would  not  have  been  able  to  do  so.  This  nust  be  the  Charities  best  thanks. 

In  the  late  Spring  najor  vrorks  of  reconstruction  v/ere  carried  out 
including  the  great  boon  of  a gas  heating  plant.  Now  no  longer  is  it 
necessary  to  hang  about  gathering  courage  ^^nd  goose  pinples  before  taking 
the  plunge  into  breath  catchingly  cold  water.  Filtration,  chlorination  and 
circulation  have  all  been  improved  as  also  have  the  innediate  surroundings. 
It  was  a very  big  job  done  against  the  clock  as  naturally  all  were  anxious 
to  get  the  baths  into  operation  as  early  in  the  season  as  possible.  The 
work  involved  and  the  tine  taken  to  complete  it  speak  volumes  for  the 
enthusiasm  and  determination  of  Mr,  Silverwood  and  his  staff.  It  has  been 
a great  success  and  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  surveillance  of  the 
swimming  bath  waters  throughout  the  season  substantiated  this. 

The  Council  are  the  Burial  Authority  and  there  is  ample  provision 
of  burial  space  for  the  foreseeable  future.  There  were  forty  seven 
interments  during  the  year.  The  nearest  Crematorium  is  at  Mar holme 
near  Peterborou^  and  this  increasingly  is  used  as  an  aAternative  to 
burial. 

Mortuary  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Stamford  Hospital  on  a fee 
for  usage  basis.  The  arrangements  hovirever  have  been  continued,  should 
local  contingencies  make  it  desirable,  for  the  use  in  emergency  of  the 
mortuary  at  St.  Peters  Hospital,  V/est  Street,  Bourne,  Fortunately  its 
use  was  not  required  during  the  year,  but  the  co-operation  of  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee  is  much  appreciated  just  the  sane, 

A weekly  domestic  refuse  collection  from  and  to  the  house  door  is 
provided.  The  expanding  population  have  made  increasing  demands  on  the 
Collectors  and  the  service  in  general.  As  in  so  many  other  facets  cf 
life,  there  ha,s  been  a radical  change  in  recent  years  in  the  contents  of 
the  trash  bin,  with  the  increasing  use  of  tinned,  prepacked  and  polythene 
wrapped  food,  and  with  the  modern  methods  of  packaging  generally,  there 
is  an  ever  increasing  load  of  rubbish  to  be  removed.  Little  of  this  is 
suitable  for  burning  domestically,  even  if  facilities  in  central  heating 
days  virere  available. 

Spare  a thought  then  for  the  Collectors  who  continue  to  do  a grand 
job  with  cheerful  efficiency.  The  Public  should  support  them  in  every 
possible  Vifay  by  making  their  bins  readily  accessible.  It  is  unfair  to 
expect  the  Collectors  to  do  assault  coiarse  training  before  he  reaches  the 
bin  in  the  first  instance.  Again  nay  it  be  stressed  that  only  standard  bins 
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should  he  used,  as  boxes  and  other  inprovised  containers  nake  an  arduous  job 
very  nuch  nore  so. 

Collection  of  trade  waste  is  offered  to  o;7ners  of  businesses  at  rates 
which  they  v/ill  have  sone  difficulty  in  bettering,  namely  12^p  for  small 
loads  and  varying  up  to  25p  for  the  larger.  Forty  four  took  advantage 
of  this  scheme. 


Paper  and  cardboard  a/r'e  salvaged  and  during  the  year  a total  of  59  tonnes 
875  kgn  was  collected  and  £351.90  received  for  it.  This  left  a net  deficit  for 
the  year  in  expenses  over  receapts  of  £140.21,  The  equivalent  figure  for  1970 
was  56  tons  1 ewb  collected  and  £369. 7- received  for  it  with  a net  deficit 
of  £102.6,2 


sbouli  r.ct  be  the  cause  for  undue  re,'rL''et  as  ther; 
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great  bn' led  asset  of  keeping  so  much  combustible  ma,ierial  off  the  tip  and  not 
adding  uruieoessai-ily  ro  the  dif'f :'cu.lt3''  of  Lee^sing  the  face  tidy.  Bourne  is 
lucky  in  having  a :^-eadiI.y  aceessiblo  tip  at  the  site  of  the  fci'mer  raal.vray 
cutting  and  this  should  last  for  quite  a few  3/ears.  Soonei’  or  later  however 
thought  v;ill  have  to  be  given  by  a number  of  adjacent  Authoribies  to  the 
erection  of  a centra,!  destructor  plant.,  This  woul.d  have  many  advantages. 
Facilities  for  ripping  are  rapldl^r  dbainisliing  as  permissible  sites  arc  used 
up. 


At 


:ry  best  refuse  tipping  is  unsigb.tly.  Finally,  as  referred  to 
is  so  nu.ch  in  demest:lc  refuse  now,  and  this  wilA  un.docbtedlj'' 
inci'easo.  v/hich  vs.ll  not  rot  ar.-cy  sn  the  earth  and  can  onlj’’  be  disposed  of 


already  th: 


comple  tely  by  incineoation. 

Tipping  of  unwanted  articles  and  rubbish  outside  the  province  of  the 
Collection  Service  is  permitted  by  prior  arrangement  with  the  Surveyor  and 


a small  fee  is  charged,  It  is  earnestly  reque,s'':3d  that  this  conce,3  3ion  is 
not  abused  by  untidy  dumping  which  requires  further  liandling.  In  spite  of 
this  illicit  dumping  has  occurred  by  the  verges,  including  a bad  offense  of 
this  nature  at  Hill  Drove.  This  is  most  reprehensible. 


There  were  no  reported  cases  of  domestic  infestation  with  fleas  or 
bedbugs j but  there  has  been  an  increased  incidence  of  head  louse  infestation. 
This  is  exceedingly  regrettable  as  a few  years  ago  it  appeared  as  though  it 
night  be  a thing  of  the  past  and  certainly  the  modern  varieties  of  louse  are 
becoming  increasingly  D.D.T,  resistant. 

No  cases  of  Scabies  wore  reported. 

Though  the  winter  and  autumn  were  mild  and  favourable  to  rat  proliferation 
there  was  no  evidence  of  any  major  infestations  and  in  achieving  this  a lot 
is  owed  to  the  efficient  and  conscientious  vrork  of  the  Rodent  Operator,  It  is 
fortunate  that  so  far  there  is  no  sign  of  the  rat  population  here  becoming 
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Vrf'arfarin  resistant  as  has  already  occurred  in  the  ‘..’estern  Midlands, 

lifter  many  years  of  "being  the  winners  oi*  near  winners  of  the  Lincolnshire 
Best  Kept  Snail  Town  Conpetition,  it  was  a cause  for  regret  that  this  year 
Bourne  was  unplaced.  The  main  reason  for  this  was  the  fall  from  Grace  in  the 
tidyness  section,  Connent  was  nade  on  the  presence  of  litter  in  pai'ticular. 
This  has  always  been  a clea.n  and  fresh  town  and  one  cannot  but  reflect  sadly 
on  the  lack  of  aesthetic  sense  and  regard  for  their  neighbours  weal  which 
pernits  anyone  to  sully  its  fair  face.  There  are  now  large  penalties  for 
dropping  litter  and  while  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  av/arded  in  glaring  cases 
one  would  wish  that  a healthier  attitude  of  mind  to  this  asocial  habit  would 
prevail  and  penalties  be  unnecessary  to  restore  the  Civic  pride  which  has 
always  been  a feature  of  this  town. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  there  have  been  several  complaints 
about  dogs  causing  nuisance  to  others.  If  their  owners  followed  the  well 
Imown  Code  of  Conduct  these  would  not  arise, 

1,  Do  not  allow  your  dog  to  foul  buildings,  pavements,  lawns  and 
gardens  or  open  spaces  where  children  play. 

2,  Never  take  your  dog  into  a food  shop, 

3,  Feed  your  dog  at  regular  times, 

if.  Feed  your  dog  from  its  own  dishes  and  wash  then  separately, 

5,  Train  your  dog  in  elementary  obedierce  so  that  he  is  under 
control  at  all  tines, 

6,  Do  not  allow  your  dog  to  be  noisy  to  the  disturbance  of  your 
neighbours. 

7,  Keep  your  dog  on  a lead  anywhere  near  a road  or  where  there  are 
farm  animals. 

8,  Make  proper  arrangements  for  the  care  of  your  pet  if  you  are 
away  from  hone. 

These  will  make  a ha,ppy  dog  a,nd  his  owner  blameless  in  this  context. 

Finally  complaints  do  inevitably  come  in  to  a Health  Department,  Those 
of  nalodour  and  condensation  have  already  been  dealt  with  earlier  in  the 
report.  Noise  also  caused  annoyance  at  times,  but  this  is  a very  subjective 
nuisance  almost  inseparable  from  the  days  of  the  internal  combustion  engine 
and  mechanical  gadgetry.  However  it  is  surely  time  that  a legally  enforceable 
standard  for  maximum  permitted  noise  levels  in  various  situations  was  agreed, 
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n^SPECTIONS  ;.ND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  two  slauchterhouses  continue  to  provide  an  excellent  service  to 
Bourne  and  its  hinterland  and  to  Stamford,  L hundred  per  cent  neat 
inspection  was  maintained.  The  surveillance  of  all  food  premises  has 
continued  to  ensure  that  Codes  of  Practice  are  maintained  and  that  food 
intended  for  human  consumption  in  course  of  preparation,  in  handling  or 
on  display  and  bv^hind  the  scenes  is  dealt  with  in  an  hygienic  manner. 

In  the  course  of  his  routine  inspections  the  Health  Inspector  has  a unique 
opportunity  for  Health  Education  and  for  spotting  potential  lapses  or 
faulty  techniques  in  the  chain  from  production  to  consumer.  In  Mr,  P,  Nutt 
we  had  a particularly  observani^  energetic  and  interested  Inspector  v/ho 
tolerated  nothing  short  of  the  best  he  could  obtain.  In  complete  fairness 
it  must  be  added  that  he  received  the  full  co-operation  of  the  owners  of 
food  premises  who  in  turn  realise  that  the  food  purchasing  public  in  Bourne 
are  discriminating  and  want  the  best. 

The  street  market  is  still  a.  gay  and  bustling  sight  and  has  a history 
stretching  back  over  many  generations.  In  spite  of  all  this  and  its  nostalgia 
it  is  hard  to  reconcile  all  the  requirements  of  the  present  day  food  hygiene 
code  with  food  businesses  carried  on  in  an  alfresco  setting.  It  was  a pity 
that  the  idea  of  a covered  market  had  to  be  abandoned  as  this  would  have  made 
the  best  of  both  worlds  and  a freer  traffic  and  pedestrian  circulation  as  an 
added  bonusj 

Milk  because  of  its  unique  iraportance  as  a food  for  the  baby,  the  growing 
child,  the  invalid  and  the  elderly  requires  special  attention  and  respect. 

Only  a heat  treated  milk  is  a safe  milk  and  it  is  a safety  factor  that  only 
such  milk  is  retailed  in  Bourne.  Though  there  is  now  little  to  fear  from  a 
raw  milk  containing  tubercle  bacilli  - a danger  of  past  years  - yet  it  can 
contain  the  brucella  organisms  which  as  v/ell  as  being  responsible  for  contains 
abortion  in  cows  is  also  responsible  for  causing  undulant  fever  in  nan. 
Accordingly  it  is  a wise  precaution  vvhen  one  is  away  from  hone  to  make  sure 
that  the  milk  or  cream  which  is  consumed  has  been  heat  treated,  otherwise  it 
is  quite  possible  to  come  home  with  alas  more  than  just  pleasant  memories  and 
a suntan. 

The  Voluntary  Brucellosis  Eradication  Scheme  v/hich  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  Fisheries  and  Food  introduced  a few  years  ago  is  gradually  gaining 
momentum  and  there  are  nov?  eighty  eight  dairy  herds  in  the  County  registered 
as  Accredited  and  a further  forty  nine  dairy  herds  undergoing  qualifying  tests. 
Only  two  licensed  producer  retailers  are  outside  the  scheme. 
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V/hen  a sufficiently  high  proportion  of  herds  have  been  rendered  brucellosis 
free  then  the  area  as  a whole  will  be  restricted  to  those  from  which  this  organism 
has  been  eradicated. 

Another  contamination  for  which  a constant  watch  is  maintained  is  the  presence 
of  antibiotics  in  milk.  Though  dairy  farmers  have  been  warned  of  the  necessity  for 
not  marketing  milk  from  any  cow  iTithin  forty  eight  hours  of  the  completion  of 
treatment  with  an  antibiotic  and  though  there  is  a financial  penalty  if  it  is 
detected,  it  still  does  occur.  In  a series  of  3474  samples  taken  this  year,  at  a 
dairy  v;hich  supplies  milk  in  this  area,  it  v/as  found  to  be  present  on  tv^enty 
occasions  in  significant  amounts.  Subsequent  pasteurisation  does  not  remove  it 
and  it  could  well  present  a threat  to  a consumer  who  happened  to  be  penicillin 
sensitive. 

No  cases  of  pesticidal  residues  were  reported  in  this  area  this  year,  but 
the  cost  of  analyses  is  sufficiently  high  to  deter  regular  sampling. 

Over  many  years  we  have  gro^m  accustomed  to  contributions  to  this  report 
from  f£r.  Hawley,  Chief  Inspector  of  Heists  and  Measures  Department  of  the 
County,  He  retired,  last  year  and  his  mantle  has  fallen  on  Mr.  Cooper  v;ho  has 
kindly  consented,  to  carry  on  this  trad.it ion  and.  I am  very  grateful  to  him  for 
his  comments  as  follows: 


Hood 


’’The  Aspects  of  the  Hood  and  Drugs  legislation  with  virhich  this  Department 
is  mainly  concerned  relate  to  the  composition,  labelling  and  advertising  of 
food,  and  these  form  a valuable  adjunct  to  our  other  v/ork  in  this  field  of 
consumer  protection  and.  the  enfoi''cenent  of  trading  standards. 

During  the  year,  400  samples  were  obtained,  throughout  the  County,  and 
these  were  examined  either  in  the  Departments  laboratory  at  Sleaford  or  by 
the  Public  Analyst,  Mr,  E,'J,R,  Hogden,  whose  laboratory  is  in  Nottingham, 

Thirty  two  samples  were  taken  in  Bourne  as  follows: 
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Beetroot 

Butter 

Butter  Products 
Coffee 

Curry  Powder 
Fish  Products 
Herb  Can(^ 
Jelly 

Tonato  Ketchup 


1 Malt  Vinegar 

4 Margarine 

1 Meat  Products 

1 Milk 

1 Milk  (Condensed) 

1 Preserves 

1 Sauce 

1 Sausage  (Pork) 

1 Soft  Drinks 


1 

3 
1 
6 
1 

4 
1 
2 
1 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  nunber  of  sanples  taken  in  the  area  is  greater 
than  in  previous  years,  and  to  these  nay  be  added  over  150  sanples  of  nationally 
distributed  foods  Virhich,  although  obtained  in  other  parts  of  the  County,  nay,  in 
view  of  their,  wide  distribution,  be  said  to  apply  in  sone  part  to  the  south  of 
the  County  also. 

In  general,  the  standard  of  food  in  the  County  has  been  found  to  be  nost 
satisfactory,  although  there  ha.'ve  been  a nunber  of  cases  where  further  action 
was  considered  to  be  necessary. 


Legal  proceedings  ¥7ere  instituted  in  two  cases, 

1,  Following  a conplaint  fron  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  a 
baker  was  fined  £5  Q-t  Bourne  Magistrates’  Court  for  selling  a 
loaf  of  bread  which  contained  a fly, 

2.  A routine  sanple  of  soft  ice  crean  was  found  to  have  a fat  content 
seriously  below  the  required  standard.  The  responsibility  for  the 
fault  vras  passed  to  the  nanufacturers  of  the  nixture  used  in  the 
preparation  of  the  ice  crean,  and  th^were  fined  £10  at  Stanford 
Magistrates’  Court," 

Mr,  Cooper  concluded  his  report  by  saying  that  his  staff  xvill  be  prepared 
to  accept  all  conplaints  under  the  "Not  of  the  Nature  Substance  and  Quality 
heading  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  This  would  certainly  nake  for  unifornity 
throughout  the  area. 
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HOUSING 


Nunber  of  Council  Houses  at  31st  December  1971  ^39 

Number  of  Council  Houses  built  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December  1971 

Nunber  of  Council  Houses  in  course  of  construction 

at  31st  December  1971  “ 

Nunber  of  private  houses  built  during  the  year  87 

Nunber  of  Improvement  Grants  given  (Discretionary  -- 

and  Standard)  17 

Nunber  on  waiting  list  for  Council  Houses  111 

Nunber  on  this  list  needing  Old  Peoples*  accommodation 

or  bungalows  kS 

Nunber  of  Old  Peoples’  bungalows  furnished  with 

central  hearting  during  1971  84- 


The  sixteen  houses  in  course  of  construction  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  were 
completed  and  occupied,  bringing  the  total  of  Council  owned  houses  up  to  six  hundred 
and  thirty  nine,  d'ith  the  total  nunber  of  inhabited  houses  2 332  Council  ovmership 
is  twenty  seven  rjer  cent  or  one  in  four,  Lt  the  end  of  the  year  hovrever,  there  was 
no  further  Council  construction  under  way. 

Private  enterprise  neanwhile  has  been  forging  ahead  and  a further  eighty 
seven  properties  stand  to  its  cred.it;  and  there  were  a considerable  nunber  also 
in  course  of  erection  at  the  year’s  end  so  the  demand  for  new  houses  is  as  brisk 
as  ever.  It  \7ill  in  fact  increase  with  the  development  of  the  new  Peterborough 
City  for  there  will  always  be  many  who  will  greatly  prefer  to  work  there,  but 
have  a home  in  the  unspoiled  and  quiet  Bourne, 

The  Council  continue  to  operate  a Points  scheme  in  the  allocation  of  houses, 
Thou^  the  basic  yardstick  remains  the  length  of  tine  the  applicant  has  been  on 
the  list,  the  system  does  311077  priority  consideration  to  be  given  to  those  who 
have  an  urgent  Medical  or  Medico-:»social  problem.  It  allov7S  in  fact  for  the 
available  housing  to  be  equated  to  the  housing  need.  In  any  case  of  .medical 
priority  a point  allocation  is  only  made  after  the  fullest  investigation  of 
the  facts  by  a i^ersonal  visit  from  the  writer  and  the  assistance  of  the  family 
doctor  concerned.  In  this  latter  regard,  I XTish  to  thank  my  medical  colleagues 
for  all  the  help  they  have  given  during  the  past  twelve  months.  The  Health  and 
Housing  Committees  have  always  given  their  fullest  consideration  and  concern  to 
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any  subnission  nade  to  then,  but  naturally  sone  delay  is  inevitable  in 
obtaining  the  required  acconnodation. 

During  the  year  there  were  seventeen  of  these  Health  or  Medico- 
social  requests  and  investigations. 

There  is  no  Slun  Clearance  problen  but  a constant  watch  has  to  be 
naintained  on  the  older  properties  as  one  of  these  can  easily  deteriorate 
into  a condition  where  it  is  no  longer  habitable,  unless  very  extensive 
repairs  are  carried  out.  The  Council  awarded  seventeen  Grants  during  the 
year  and  is  always  nost  anxious  to  help  any  owner  of  an  older  property  who 
is  prepared  to  bring  it  up  to  a fitness  standard  and  give  it  an  assured 
fifteen  years  of  further  life.  It  is  a considerably  cheaper  proposition 
to  do  this  than  to  start  building  fron  scratch,  Vliat  a narvellous  incentive 
it  is  to  have  up  to  £1250  available  towards  the  cost  of  re-construction. 

Condensation  danpness  has  been  the  cause  of  quite  a few  conplaints. 

The  only  answer  to  this  is  the  maintenance  of  an  adequate  internal 
temperature.  The  advocate  of  keeping  windows  open  ought  to  try  it  in 
sub-zero  temperatures  outside,  in  an  insufficiently  warm  housed  '.Ve  still 
have  a lot  to  learn  about  insulation.  The  use  of  paraffin  stoves  maJces 
conditions  worse  as  in  burning  a gallon  of  paraffin  eight  pints  of  water 
are  given  off  in  vapour  form, 

Admiral  Byrd  after  one  of  his  Antarctic  journeys  was  asked  by  a 
Reporter  to  relate  the  coldest  experience  he  had  had,  V.’ithout  a second 
thou^t,  though  strai^t  back  from  the  icy  wastes  he  replied  it  wa,s  nights 
he  spent  in  mid  v/inter  in  an  unheated  English  bedroomj 

In  recognition  of  this  and  in  the  knowledge  of  the  special  risks 
fron  Hypothermia  to  which  the  elderly  are  prone  the  Council  decided  to 
put  central  heating  into  all  their  elderly  persons  bungalows.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  Sly  had  been  given  this  great  blessing  and  the  scheme  was 
complete.  Though  a few  tenants  may  have  had  tlaeir  doubts  at  the  start, 
fearing  alike  the  disruption  and  the  cost,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  v/ould 
change  now  to  the  old  if  they  had  a choice. 

There  are  one  hundred  and  eleven  on  the  v/aiting  list  for  Council 
accommodation  of  these  forty  nine  or  almost  half  wish  for  elderly  persons 
dwellings.  The  demand  for  these  is  insatiable.  This  year  saw  the 
completion  and  full  occupation  of  Bourne *s  second  V.'ar den  Grouped  Elderly 
Persons  dwelling  scheme  and  now  there  are  thirty  tv/o  happily  let  in  Manor 
Court  as  well  as  the  twenty  two  of  lorth  Court,  They  fill  a supremely 
important  role  in  the  '.Telfare  and  Care  of  our  Senior  Citizens,  Not  only  do 
they  provide  v^armth  and  security  to  the  tenants,  but  also  a Community  Spirit 
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has  heen  fostered  v/hich  nakes  life  so  nuch  richer  for  all  who  live  there. 

It  is  hardly  to  he  wondered  at  that  they  are  so  popular. 

with  the  tenancies  restricted  for  Grant  purposes  to  those  over  pensionable 
age  it  is  of  fundamental  importance  that  a balance  be  maintained  between  the  fit 
who  require  little  supervision  and  the  unfit  who  night  be  expected  to  make  demands 
on  the  u*arden.  The  invalidating  for  Grant  purposes  of  anyone  relatively  fit  and 
under  retirement  ages  seem,  to  be  too  punitive  in  some  instances,  as  for  example 
in  the  appointment  of  a Deputy  Uarden, 

It  cannot  be  too  stron^y  stressed  that  the  '.'.'arden  in  a Group  whilst 
summoning  help  for  anyone  of  the  residents  in  need  is  not  there  to  provid.e  that 
help  herself,  be  it  nursing,  assistance  in  the  home  or  in  other  spheres.  She 
is  a line  of  communication  and  naturally  will  cope  with  an  emergency  should  it 
arise.  It  is  recognised  that  for  each  of  the  tenants  their  flatlet  is  their 
inviolable  hone.  There  still  remains  the  problem  which  can  arise  for  some  v/hen 
by  the  incapacity  of  their  years,  they  can  no  longer  carry  on  even  with  Hone 
Help  assistance.  It  is  important  therefore  that  the  time  when  this  predicament 
is  reached  should  be  realised  and  every  effort  made  to  persuade  the  tenant 
voluntarily  to  accept  a more  suitable  alternative  where  adequate  help  and  nursing 
are  available.  To  have  to  terminate  a tenancy  unilaterally  in  such  instances 
would  be  alike  repugnant  and  traumatic.  Maybe  one  day  one  Group  in  this  area 
migjhit  be  able  to  offer  residential  nursing  attention  as  an  alternative  to  a 
b'elfare  or  Geriatric  hospital  bed. 

There  are  still  fifty  three  Council  properties  without  hot  water  systems 
and  these  are  situated  as  follows:- 

Hcnrington  Street  ,,,  Forty  six 

Goggles  Causeway  ,,,  Four 

b'ood  View  ,,,  Three 

During  the  year  twelve  in  George  Street  and  five  in  Harrington  Street  had 
these  contemporary  necessities  installed  and  the  v/ork  of  modernisation  is  going 
forward  steadily. 
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Section  47 

No  person  had  to  be  renoved  conpulsorily  fron  their  hone  to  either  Hospital 
or  Uelfare  acconnodat ion  under  the  provisions  of  this  hot  during  1971. 

Food  Poisoning 

One  case  of  Salnonella  gastro  enteritis  was  notified  in  a six  week 
old  baby.  This  was  diagnosed  in  Hospital,  Routine  follow  up  did  not  elucidate 
the  cause  of  infection  and  there  were  no  other  cases, 

I-ffihLTH  BDUCRTIQN 

The  Council  subscribe  to  the  Health  Education  Council  and  to  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  ^iccidents  and  nake  fiill  use  of  the  Posters  and 
propaganda  naterial  which  such  nenbership  brings. 

The  main  Health  Educational  topic  of  the  year  v;as  Occidents  in  the  Hone, 
This  was  the  first  full  year  of  the  Hone  j.’*ccident  Prevention  Joint  Connittee 
set  up  by  this  Council  in  association  with  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District 
Council,  Its  work  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  culninated  in  a Hone 
Safety  Exhibition  in  the  Com  Exchange  in  late  October,  Stands  denonstrating 
certain  hazards  and  illustrating  the  right  ^vay  of  doing  things  were  run  by 
the  East  MiddLands  Electricity  Board,  The  East  Midlands  Gas  Board,  The  Fire 
Service,  The  Public  Health  Departnent  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and 
3t,  Johns,  R staff  of  volunteers  nanned  the  staRls  throughout  the  two  days 
that  the  Exhibition  was  open.  The  Exhibitoi'S  v/ent  to  a great  anount  of  trouble 
and  should  have  been  rewarded  by  a better  attendance.  It  was  however  a first 
attenpt  and  undisnayed,  plans  are  nade  for  another  in  1972  at  v/hich  it  is 
hoped  the  V.'onens  Institute  of  the  Bourne  and  South  Kest6ven  areas  will  be 
prepared  to  put  on  plays  on  natters  concerning  Hone  Safety,  Rnother  hope  is 
that  the  Schools  y/ithin  the  two  districts  will  engage  in  a Poster  Conpetition 
on  Hone  Safety  topics, 

Lt  the  Health  Departnent  Stall  provision  \7as  nade  for  the  return  of 
unwanted  svirplus  nedicine  tablets  and  sinilar  products.  The  need  for  this 
was  highlighted  by  a survey  at  our  District  Hospital  which  shovred  that 
poisoning  in  the  very  young  was  the  fourth  connonest  cause  of  death  and  that 
a quarter  of  all  the  children  adnitted  to  Hospital  is  also  due  to  poisoning. 
During  the  year  Lectures  were  given  to  various  audiences  on  ’Drug  Rddiction’ 
and  ‘Rlcholisn*,  on  Sex  Education  and  sinilar  problens  of  contenporary  Society, 


MISCELLia^TY 


For  several  years  past  pollution  has  "been  the  subject  of  comment  in  these 
reports.  This  year  there  has  been  a National  and  International  awakening  to  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation,  which  through  apathy  and  the  lack  of  public 
knowledge  has  been  allowed  to  reach  quite  unacceptable  levels.  Mention  has  been 
made  of  local  incidents  in  the  body  of  this  review  and  it  is  worthwhile  looking 
at  them  in  the  context  of  the  overall  problem.  The  ilffluent  Society  is  also  an 
Effluent  one. 

Since  the  last  war  we  have  been  bombarding  the  countryside  including  our 
gardens  vdth  fusilla.de  of  insecticides,  herbicides,  fungicides,  altering  the 
balances  of  nature  in  the  process.  The  cost  has  been  truly  alarming  by  the 
incorporation  into  the  enviroment  of  the  persistent  chemicals  of  the  D.D, T,  and 
crgaro-chLorine  group  and  the  warnings  of  Helen  Carson  in  "Silent  Spring'  which 
went  so  long  unheeded  have  largely  come  to  pass.  To  add  insult  to  injury  some 
250  insect  species  are  now  resistant  to  pesticides  of  one  sort  or  another.  As 
one  pesticidal  agent  becomes  outmoded  some  new  offspring  of  the  chemist’s  brain 
is  found  to  right  temporarily  the  now  disttirbed  ecological  balance. 

Also  in  the  name  of  food  production  there  has  been  an  enormous  increase 
in  the  use  of  nitrogenous  fertilisers,  which  are  only  too  likely  to  be  the  cause 
of  the  increasing  nitrification  of  our  water  resources. 

There  are  over  500,000  nan  made  chemicals  in  use  today  and  yet  apart  from 
knowledge  of  the  specific  uses  to  which  they  are  put,  little  is  knovoi  as  to  what 
effect  they  have  when  disposed  of  into  the  environment  either  singly  or  in 
combination.  The  simplest  example  of  this  is  the  dire  effects  of  mercury  salts  after 
conversion  in  the  sea  into  the  much  more  toxic  methyl  mercury.  This  has  an  adverse 
effect  on  fish  and  necessitated  the  banning  of  some  species  for  human  use,. 

It  has  been  common  knowledge  that  dangerous  chemicals  such  as  cyanides 
have  been  dumped  on  refuse  tips  without  let  or  hindrance.  How  many  other 
dangerous  substances  have  found  a similar  resting  place  to  await  recognition 
later  that  they  should  not  have  been  there  in  the  first  place.  Lead  fumes  have 
produced  chronic  poisoning  in  industrial  v/orkers  and  yet  in  deference  to  the 
motorist’s  demand  for  a high  efficiency  at  low  cost  engine  leaded  petrols  are 
still  causing  daily  pollution  of  the  atmosphere.  Maybe  it  is  as  well  that  at 
the  current  rate  of  usage  all  the  known  vrorld  resources  of  these  two  metals  - 
together  with  silver,  gold,  platinum,  tin  and  zinc,  will  have  been  exhausted 
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1990  and  long  before  then  alternatives  will  have  to  he  found,  'He  can  hut 
hope  that  too  much  irrepairahle  danage  will  not  lu^ve  hcon  done  hy  their  improvident 
misuse  before  then, 

Sven  the  atmosphere  v/e  breathe  is  being  insidiously  and  significantly 
altered  by  the  build  up  of  Oxides  of  Carbon  from  the  astronomical  quantities  of 
fossilised  fuels  - oil,  coal  and  natural  gas  - which  are  being  consumed  around 
the  world.  The  amount  of  carbon  dioxide  added  annually  to  the  atmosphere  is 
estimated  at  14  billion  metric  tons  and  this  is  increasing  year  by  yeaj?,  iThat 
can  buffer  these  phenomenal  additions  to  our  environment. 

Turning  from  Ecology  to  Sociology,  the  picture  of  Pollution  is  much  the 
sane  with  the  adulteration  of  the  old  standards  of  ethics  and  morality.  These 
have  been  abandoned  as  not  applicable  to  this  enlightened  day  and  age  when  the 
liberty  of  the  individual  to  express  himself  at  all  levels  must  not  be  challenged. 
Inhibitions  are  regarded  as  encumbrances  and  personal  restraint  as  an  outmoded 
idea  and  the  Permissive  Society  of  the  Seventies  is  rdth  us.  Has  this  heralded 
freedom  or  have  the  technological  and  industrial  achievements  and  the  high  living 
standards  brought  happiness  and  fulfillment? 

By  the  end  of  1971  the  Abortion  rate  was  running  at  150,000  a year  of  which 
12,300  involved  girls  under  sixteen  years  of  age, 

100,000  Divorce  petitions  were  filed  during  the  year  - the  first  of- the 
Divorce  Reform  Act, 

Venereal  Disease  is  epidemic  and  is  rapidly  taking  over  from  measles  as 
the  most  common  of  all  communicable  diseases. 

Indictable  crimes  have  doubled  in  the  past  ten  years. 

Illegitimacy  has  shown  an  increase  rather  than  a decrease  since  Family 
Planning  became  available  to  all. 

There  are  600,000  mentally  disordered  persons  in  En^and  and  Tfales,  of 
whom  some  thirty  per  cent  were  occupying  a Hospital  bed  during  the  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  400,000  alcoholics  in  this  Country,  Seven 
thousand  of  these  are  admitted  to  Hospital  each  year  for  their  complaint  and  in 
the  sane  period  there  were  80,000  arrests  for  public  drunkenness  and  30,000  arrests 
for  drunken  driving.  It  is  estimated  that  seven  in  every  thousand  men  have  a 
drinking  problem. 

Attempted  suicide  has  also  increased  by  many  tines  in  the  past  eight  years. 

Vandalism  of  Public  and  private  property  is  apathetically  accepted  as  part 
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of  the  contenporary  scone. 

At  a tine  of  unparaleined  opportunities  for  positive  health  and 
education,  for  culture  and  the  enjoynoit  of  the  advances  in  science,  it 
is  distressing  that  these  indices  of  social  disintegration  should  be  so 
patent. 

The  Sociologists  have  an  enormous  problem  on  their  hands,  as  also 
have  all  engaged  in  Community  Health  and  in  Health  Education.  Far  from  being 
gloomy  about  the  future  - there  are  enormous  forces  dedicated  to  caring  for 
others  and  for  Good  at  work  also.  By  recognising  the  size  of  these  ills  for 
what  they  are  and  by  tackling  them  energetically  they  can  be  overcome  for  the 
Health  and  Happiness  of  our  Society,  but  this  can  only  come  about  if  public 
opinion  is  informed  and  active. 

This  year  has  seen  far  reaching  and  fundamental  changes  either  being  ushered 
in  or  envisaged  for  the  near  future.  The  nev/  Social  Services  Departments  in 
County  and  County  Borough  Councils  have  taken  up  their  work.  They  have  been 
formed  by  an  amalgamation  between  a wide  sweep  of  interests  and  disciplines  — 

Child  care.  Home  Helps,  Care  of  the  Handicapped,  \7elfare  of  the  Elderly  and  the 
Needy,  It  vjill  melee  for  integration  and  it  is  hoped  a more  streamlined  service 
to  the  Public,  In  many  aspects  it  is  logical  but  in  the  incorporation  of  Mental 
Tt^elfare  the  rationale  is  less  obvious  and  was  against  the  advice  of  much  expert 
opinion.  From  the  Community  Health  view  point  they  are  to  be  wished  every  success 
in  the  great  task  to  which  they  have  been  called.  There  are  bound  to  be 
difficulties  as  in  shotgun  nuptials  legal  union  and  the  marriage  of  minds  are 
not  always  consummated  automatically.  The  full  co-operation  of  the  many  other 
organisations  working  in  the  field  of  Community  Care  is  assured  and  it  is  to  this 
end  that  the  continued  functioning  of  the  Co-ordinating  Conr.iittee  for  the  ITelfare 
of  Children  at  Risk  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Elderly  is  so  fully  justified.  Here, 
Health  Service  personnel.  Health  Visitors,  Health  Inspector,  Family  Doctor, 
Consultant  Physician  in  Geriatrics,  Senior  Nursing  Officer  of  the  Geriatric 
Hospital,  Meals  on  'Vheels  organisers.  Occupational  Therapist,  the  Housing 
Managers  and  Representatives  of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
meet  their  colleagues  of  the  Local  Government  Social  Services  to  discuss 
geriatric  problems  of  mutual  interest  and  to  get  to  Icnow  each  other.  The 
latter  is  possibly  the  most  important  raison  d’etre  of  all.  Similarly  in  the 
children’s  sphere  the  Health  and  Social  Service  teams  are  joined  by  the  School 
Welfare  and  Education  representatives,  the  Inspector  of  the  N.  S,P,  C,C, , the 
Probation  Officer,  the  Housing  Officers,  the  Headmaster  of  Kesteven’s  Special 
School  for  the  Educationally  Sub-normal,  reprcsenta.tives  of  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Social  Security  and  the  Clerk  of  Bourne  Urban  District  Council, 
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Such  widehased  and  entirely  voluntary  nenbership  brings  a lively  feeling  of 
co-operation  and  a tean  spirit.  Moreover  worlcing  to  a connon  end  can 
do  nothing  but  contribute  to  the  Conraonweal  for  in  spite  of  what  Euclid  said 
the  whole  is  sonetines  greater  than  the  sun  of  its  parts. 

The  outline  plan  for  the  revolutionary  changes  in  Local  Governnent  was 
published  this  year  and  inevitably  until  the  full  design  is  known  and  the 
structure  in  operation  in  April  1974,  stout  hearts  and  cool  heads  will  be  needed, 

V/hatever  the  final  outcon^  it  will  be  vitally  necessary  that  the  nan  in 
the  street  should  still  have  a big  say  in  the  running  of  the  services  vdiich 
inpinge  so  intinately  on  his  everyday  life,  Sinilarly  those  who  are  appointed 
to  adrainister  the  services  on  his  behalf  nust  be  accessible  to  hin  when  in  doubt 
or  perplexity.  After  all  this  is  what  denocracy  is  all  about. 

The  future  of  connunity  nedicine  and  the  Local  Governnent  Health  Service 
is-  very  nuch  in  doubt.  No  nention  is  nade  of  then  in  the  Local  Governnent 
Re-organisation  proposals.  It  is  assuned  that  they  ;7ill  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  proposed  area  Health  Boards  but  it  is  unthinka.ble  that  the  co-operation 
and  nutual  respect  built  up  over  a hundred  years  or  nore  between  the  Council's 
nedical  advisor  and  the  Council  he  has  sought  to  serve  will  be  allowed  to  wilt 
and  disappear  in  the  whirlvirind  of  change.  Medical  advice,  to  have  full  validity 
nust  be  equated  to  the  local  needs  and  environnent  of  the  Connunity  to  which  it 
is  addressed  and  this  can  only  be  achieved  by  a personal  knowledge  of  as  nany 
of  those  v;ho  live  within  it  as  possible  and  by  getting  fully  acquainted  with 
their  problens  as  a group.  This  can  only  be  achieved  at  local  level  and  by 
harnonious  \7orking  with  their  elected  representatives,  \7hatever  the  final 
structure  is,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Connunity  Physician  of  the  future  will 

still  be  able  to  vrork  and  advise  within  an  area,  snail  enough  for  a really 

personal  service  to  be  naintained. 

The  icings  Hill  Centre  run  by  the  Stanford  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped 
Children  has  had  another  busy  and  successful  year.  It  is  dependant  on  voluntary 
helpers  for  its  running  and  its  financial  resources  are  entirely  voluntary 
donations,  Mrs,  Holt  and  her  dedicated  helpers  have  the  great  satisfaction  of 
seeing  the  result  of  their  work  in  the  response  v/hich  they  get  fron  the  eight 
to  ten  severely  handicapped  children  who  use  it  every  Tuesday  and  Friday,  Their 
nothers  too  derive  great  benefit  froo  being  able  to  leave  their  children  in 
skilled  care  and  being  able  to  enjoy  freedm  for  other  personal  and  donostic 
pursuits.  It  is  nost  hunanitarian  work  and  should  bo  given  every  support  for 

in  this  as  in  so  nany  other  projects  it  is  not  the  nunber  involved  but  the 

nagnitude  of  the  individual  need  which  is  the  true  yeardstick. 

Incidentally,  it  highli^ts  one  of  the  anonalies  of  the  Health  and  Social 
Services,  There  are  nentally  handicapped  children  living  in  the  surrounding 

(38) 


areas  who  v/ould  benefit  enomously  from  one  or  two  days  a week  at  the  Centre 
but  transport  forbids  this,  Thou^  the  excellence  of  the  work  done  is 
unchallengeable  it  is  not  a recognised  treatnent  centre  in  the  eyes  of 
official  don  and  therefore  neither  anbulancenor  Hospital  car  services  can  be 
used.  There  is  no  systen  of  reinbursenent  of  volunteers  using  their  own 
car  and  yet  in  these  days  of  hi^  petrol  and  naintenance  costs  it  is 
unrealistic  to  expect  volunteers  to  fetch  and  carry  children  indefinitely 
without  at  least  a token  reinbursenent,  A schene  such  as  that  run  in 
Shropshire  throu^  the  VAR,V, S,  would  answer  this  problen. 

On  t;TO  other  days  of  the  week  the  Centre  is  used  by  the  Play  Group 
for  depirived  children  organised  by  the  Social  Services  Departnent  and  staffed 
by  voluntary  workers.  Here  again  the  helping  hand  brings  new  experiences 
to  the  children  and  a respite  for  Iheir  overburdened  nothers  as  well  as 
providing  a groat  opportunity  for  the  social  training  of  both. 

Many  Organisations  devote  thenselves  to  the  care  of  others  onongst 
these  are  the  B,  R,C,  S.  who  nake  the  Darby  and  Joan  Club  available  to  Our 
Senior  Citizens  throughout  the  year  and  organise  the  Chiropody  Service  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Health  Authority,  The  Voluntajcy  Laundry  too  has  done 
so  nuch  to  help  the  elderly,  the  sick  and  the  incontinent.  It  ov/ed  so  much  to 
the  driving  force  and  initiative  of  the  late  Mrs,  Hibbitt  whose  untinely  death 
came  as  a sad  blow  to  us  all.  The  Home  Nursing  Aids  Centre  is  run  efficiently 
for  the  County  by  the  St,  John  ijnbulance  Brigade,  The  A'omens  Royal  Voluntary 
Service  are  responsible  for  the  invaluable  Meals  on  '^Theels  Service  and  there 
are  twenty  eight  on  their  regular  meals  list,  A team  of  members  visit  regularly 
at  St.  Peters  Hospital  to  amuse  the  children  and  attend  to  correspondence  for 
patients  requiring  this  service  and  provide  gifts  for  the  children  at  Christmas, 
Every  Friday  a well  stocked  trolley  is  taken  round  Digby  Court  for  the 
convenience  of  the  elderly  residents.  They  also  run  a clothing  department  for 
the  nee^.  The  Kesteven  Blind  Society  have  Bourne  Centre  meetings  on  the  1st, 

2nd  and  4th  Y/ednesday  afternoon  in  each  month  and  3i^d  Thursday  afternoon. 
Assistance  here  comes  from  relatives  but  more  voluntary  helpers  would,  be  welcomed. 

In  addition  to  all  of  this  humanitarian  effort  there  are  very  many  deeds 
of  kindness  to  others  nihich  pass  unsung  and  unnoticed  by  all  except  the  grateful 
recipient.  Oh  yes,  Boiirne  has  a caring  community  whose  members  find  nuch 
satisfaction  in  helping  others.  Long  may  it  so  continue  for  as  Montaigne  wrote 
in  one  of  his  essays  "He  who  lives  not  somewhat  to  others,  liveth  little  to 
himselfe"  , 

This  year  saw  the  new  Health  Centre  cone  into  full  operation  and  it  was 
the  first  in  Lincolnshire,  Whatever  comments  have  been  made  about  its  outward 
appearances  it  houses  all  the  Family  Doctors,  the  Local  Authority  Health 
Services  and  their  ancilliary  staffs.  It  is  a meeting  place  for  the  Domiciliary 
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nijrses  and  all  who  tend  the  health  of  those  who  live  in  Bourne  and  a wide 
area  around.  The  happy  atmosphere  there  is  a fine  tribute  to  its  success 
and  the  warn  spirit  of  co-operation  which  exists  between  all  who  work  within 
its  walls.  It  is  hardly  surprising  that  other  areas  now  wish  to  emulate  it. 

Much  has  been  said  by  many  regarding  what  the  older  generation  expect  of 
their  children  but  not  so  much  of  the  reverse  side  of  the  coinj  Recently  a 
young  people* s discussion  on  the  subject  of  tho  ideal  parents  made  the  following 
qualifications  for  those  seeking  so  to  be: 

Understanding  of  our  point  of  view 
Loving ' 

Consistent 

Ready  to  discuss  and  give  reasons 
diving  us  the  freedom  to  be  ourselves 
Trust  us 

It  is  an  awesome  list  but  tevj  would  challenge  their  validity. 

In  drawing  the "report  to  its  close  I desire  to  thank  Councillor  1/ilson 
and  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  whole  hearted  support 
and  continuing  encouragement  of  all  aspects  of  the  Department’s  work  and  in 
some  respects  it  has  not  been  an  easy  year,  as  there  have  been  many  problems 
to  be  tackled  together, 

I wish  to  thank, Mr,  M,  Silverwood  again  for  he  has  been  a staunch  ally 
as  also  was  Mr,  P,  Nutt  who  has  how  left  us  to  bring  benefits  of  Bourne’s 
environmental  health  standards  to  Zambia,  where  we  wish  him  well, 

- No  matter  how  busy  he  has  been  I have  alv/ays  had  the  immediate  help  as 
necessary  of  Mr.  P.  Mason,  our  Clerk,  Mr.  I^,  Jordon  and  Mr,  B,  Pashley  have 
both  assisted  most  helpfully  with  details  incorporated  in  this  review  and  I 
am  grateful. 

The  Secretarial  work  largely  devolved  on  Miss  Narasimham  who  has  now  left, 
but  as  has  happened  repeatedly  over  the  years  it  is  Mrs.  J,  Larldnson  who  cones 
to  the  rescue  in  all  rushes  or  emergencies  and  has  been  so  helpful  in  getting  out 
this  reports  A remarkable  feat  surrounded  as  she  is  by  jangling  phones  a 

neverending  streaLi  of  the  Public  wanting  attention  and  other  members  of  the 
staff  likewise  so  that  continuity  is  impossible,  He  have  now  been  joined  by 
Mrs.  Barbara  Parker  and  wish  her  a long  and  happy  sojourn  with  us  in  her 
secretarial  capacitj^  and  she  has  done  the  final  production  of  this  review. 

Finally  I wish  to  thank  most  heartily  Dr.  C,’'./,  Sweetnam  and  Dr.  G,  Smith 
who  always  have  most  kindly  stood  by  for  me  cioring  my  absence, 

H.  ELLIS  SMITH 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Not  too  soft 
Not  too  generous 
Not  too  strict 
Sense  of  humour 
Give  and  take 
Approachable 


MmjAL  REPORT  OF  THE)  HJBLIC  HEALTH  INSEECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Bourne, 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  covering  the  trork  of  the  department 
for  the  year  1971. 


PART  1 - HOUSING 

G-eneral 

The  general  housing  picture  in  the  district,  has  during  the  past  few  years  been  in 
a satisfactory  state.  The  Council  have  not  been  in  the  unhappy  position  of  having  to  face 
the  problem  of  dealing  T/ith  areas  of  unfit  housing  and  in  general  the  department  has  dealt 
with  very  few  isolated  cases  of  conditions  wlxLch  can  be  considered  malcing  houses 
statutorily  unfit.  No  action  under  the  Statutory  Powers  given  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  have  been  involved  and  the  general  improvement  of  housing 
has  been  stimulated  by  the  provisions  of  the  new  Housing  Act  19^9,  which  greatly  extended 
the  powers  given  to  Local  Authorities  for  assisting  owners. 

In  concert  v/ith  the  improvement  of  private  housing,  the  Council  have  continued  during 
the  year  with  the  improvement  schemes  to  their  pre-war  houses  and  the  steady  progress  made 
both  in  the  private  and  public  sector  of  improving  the  general  housing  standards  in  the  town 
has  clearly  meant  a reduction  in  the  number  of  houses  \7hich  could  be  considered  sub-standard 
in  the  light  of  modern  conditions. 

Erection  of  New  Dwellings 

Each  year  in  this  report,  I have  always  been  in  the  position  of  reporting  a steady 
progress  in  the  number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year.  Last  year  the  number  of 
dv/ellings  completed  Mas  a record  for  the  tovni  and  I suggested  that  this  was  because  of  the 
Council's  housing  schemes  in  West  Street  and  Charles  Close  being  included.  The  figures 
indeed  for  last  year,  indicated  the  approach  of  a small  boom  of  housing  development  in  the 
town.  The  significance  of  the  escalating  during  the  year  can  clearly  be  demonstrated  by 
the  table  below  which  indicates  an  ever  increasing  completion  rate.  The  average  of  houses 
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under  construction  had  reached  almost  double  the  rate  for  1970,  and  the  full  effect  of  this  will 
not  be  felt  until  1972.  It  is  however  interesting  to  note  that  completions  for  the  first  tine 
in  Bourne  reached  three  figures,  i, e,  103  dwellings  completed,  and  the  number  of  houses  under 
construction  was  building  up  to  three  figures.  In  fact  at  the  31st  December  it  was  94.  This 
tremendous  activity  has  severely  strained  the  resources  of  the  department  both  as  regards  super- 
vision of  constructional  operations,  but  more  important  the  proyision  of  the  many  services  which 
this  Council  provide  to  the  ratepayers  of  the  town.  Services  which  are  very  often  taken  for 
granted  but  every  family  who  arrive  in  Bourne  must  be  provided  with  drainage  facilities,  refuse 
collection  and  disposal,  recreational  facilities,  proper  lighting,  street  cleansing  and  several 
other  items  which  the  public  quite  rightly  expect. 


Residential  Development 


Number  of  houses 
completed  during 
the  year 


Number  of  houses 

I. 

under  construction 
at  end  of  year 

35 

- ■ 75 

56 
94 


1968  46  ' . . 

1969  61  ■ ' 

1970  82 

1971  103 

Improvement  Grants 

There  is  no  doubt  that  v^ith  the  inception  of  the  Housing  Act  I969  the  encouragement  given 
to  owners  to  improve  their  properties  brought  about  a remarkable  change  in  the  public’s  attitude 
to  improvement  grants.  The  increase  of  discretionary  grants  to  £1000  maximum  and  in  the  case 
of  three-storey  buildings  £1250  brought  about  a spurt  in  1970  which  I reported  on.  Towards  the 
end  of  that  year  and  indeed  throuf^aout  the  whole  of  1971>  the  Department  of  the  Environment 
embarked  on  a mass  publicity  campaign  even  to  extending  its  coverage  on  to  television.  The 
number  of  enquiries  for  grants  had  made  noticeable  increases  and  a lot  of  v/ork  has  been  involved 
in  the  survey  of  properties,  and  the  preparation  of  reports  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  pros- 
pective applicants  to  proceed  with  their  applications  for  grant.  The  detailed  examination 
of  application  forms  and  the  breakdovm  of  costs  etc,,  does  involve  considerable  work  to  each 
individual  application  and  the  emphasis  towards  the  end  of  the  year  has  become  noticeable,  in 
that  applications  are  now  being  made  for  modernisation  and  renovation  as  opposed  to  the 
provision  of  basic  amenities  which  are  laid  down  in  the  Act,  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
number  of  properties  occupied  in  the  toiai  without  basic  amenities  is  now  very  nominal  and  the 
emphasis  is  now  on  the  modernisation  of  facilities  whichwere  up  to  a few  years  ago,  considered 
modern.  The  spiral  in  costs  in  the  building  trade  has  unfortunately  nullified  to  some  extent 
the  effect  of  the  increased  grants,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  but  for  the  help  of  improvement 
grants,  there  would  be  quite  a considerable  number  of  houses,  the  oxmers  and  occupiers  of  which 
vrould  not  have  been  able  to  have  enjoyed  the  modern  facilities  and  amenities  they  now  enjoy, 
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I reported  last  year  on  the  instructions  given  hy  the  Council  to  prepare  schemes  for 
the  heating  of  old  persons  bungalows.  This  scheme  viras  pushed  through  during  the  summer  and 
completed  in  a very  satisfactory  period  of  tine.  Some  eighty  four  old  people*  s units  were 
converted  to  gas  and  provided  heating  standards  in  all  rooms  up  to  modern  demands.  Many 
of  the  old  people  were  very  concerned  about  the  changeover  to  a modem  form  of  heating 

and  indeed  some  twenty  five  tenants  wrote  into  the  Council  objecting  to  this.  Having  novr 

had  the  scheme  in  operation  for  some  months,  I think  it  is  fair  to  say  that  all  tenants 

v/ere  very  pleased  with  this  form  of  heating,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  both  from  an  economical 

and  convenient  point  of  view  and  most  important  they  can  keep  warm  with  very  little  trouble, 

I have  mentioned  before  that  the  Council  have  proceeded  vd.th  their  large  improvement 
schemes  to  pre-war  houses  and  during  the  year,  the  last  of  the  old  peoples  bungalows  which 
required  complete  modernisation,  were  nearing  finalisation.  One  of  the  difficulties  v/ith 
the  large  comprehensive  improvenont  schemes,  has  been  the  considerable  inconvenience  in 
which  tenants  are  placed,  when  the  schemes  are  being  carried  out.  Almost  invariably  it 
means  complete  severance  of  cooking  facilities  a,nd  very  often  toilet  facilities  for  one 
period  and  there  really  is  no  system  which  can  avoid  this  problem.  It  speaks  well  of  the 
Councils  tenants  to  say  that  very  little  complaint  is  received  and  more  important  the 
members  of  the  building  staff  must  be  congratialated  on  behaving  generally,  in  a diplomatic 
manner. 


The  two  licenced  caravan  sites  in  the  district  remain  and  have  always  been  found 
to  be  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition  during  routine  inspections. 


PiUT  11  - FOOD  INSPECTION  im  HYCIENE 


The  two  licenced  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  both  owned  by 
Messrs,  T.17,  Mays  and  Sons  Ltd, 


The  general  throu^-put  at  this  abattoir  reached  a new  volume  during 
the  previous  year  and  this  has  been  maintained  during  the  present  one. 
Several  discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  management  and  the 
Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  some  improvements 


in  the  facilities  provided  have  "been  carried  out.  It  was  felt  that  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  abattoir  was  not  up  to  the  standard  which  was  really  necessary  but 
nevertheless  this  was  improved  during  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  general 
standards  will  continue.  Other  improvements  are  planned  for  the  near  futiare,  . 

ii)  Klondyke  Abattoir  « •, 

This  small  abattoir  which,  as  the  Committee  were  informed  last  year,  was  greatly 
being  reduced  in  its  use  as  a horse  slaughterhouse  principally  due  to  the  standards 
required  by  the  Common  Market  Countries,  Nevertheless  this  small  unit  has  provided 
an  excellent  service  in  dealing  with  casualties,  but  one  must  suspect  that  from  pure 
economic  considerations,  its  use  will  be  greatly  run  down, 

iii)  Meat  Inspectioja  ^ • 

The  general  statistics  indicated  on  Appendices  C D and  E clearly  point  to  an  increase 
in  the  throughput  at  the  slaughterhouse  and  obviously  on  the  number  of  hours  spent 
in  carrying  out  meat  inspection  duties.  The  details  shov/  that  the  increase  is 
considerable  for  all  main  grades.  It  should  be  noted  that  most  of  the  unfit  meat 
IDrincipally  originates  from  the  throughput  at  the  Klondyke  abattoir  which  deals  with 
all  casualty  stock.  The  general  degree  of  diseased  conditions  remains  at  a very  low 
level  and  this  obviously  indicates  that  the  quality  of  stock  slaughtered  at  the 
Eastgate  abattoir  is  very  hi^. 

The  complete  absence  of  bovine  tuberculosis  has  been  noted  for  the  last  few  years 
and  only  occasionally  does  one  find  avian  type  tuberculosis  in  pigs  and  even  this 
condition  was  only  in  very  localised  lesions  associated  with  the  head. 


It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  an  extremely  good  relationship  has  always 
existed  with  Veterinary  Officers  of  the  department  who  make  regialar  joint  visits 
to  these  abattoirs,  Ifr,  J,M,  Gilmour  the  particular  Veterinajry  Officer  for  this 
area  has  proved  an  extremely  helpful  officer,  and  over  the  year  the  results  of 
these  joint  visits  will  it  is  hoped  effect  a stea<^  and  increasing  improvement  to 
the  slaughtering  facilities  provided  in  the  to\7n, 

b)  Food  and  Drugs  Int  1955 

i)  Knacker  Yard,  The  Slipe 


These  premises  owned  and  operated  by  Messrs,  T,T7,  Mays  and  Sons  Ltd,,  were  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  subject  to  radical  changes  both  in  operation  and  in  o^vnership. 


The  change  in  ov/nership  brought  into  the  to\7n  a well-known  firm  in  the  trade, 
Chettles  Ltd,,  and  they  will  be  trading  under  the  nane  of  Mays  of  Bourne 
(By  Products)  Ltd. , and  indeed  the  Council  agreed  to  change  the  licence  and 
this  v/as  renewed  for  a further  twelve  months.  Intimation  was  received  that 
the  firm  were  g^ing  to  carry  out  certain  improvements  to  the  facilities  at  the 
plant,  which  would  incorporate  the  modern  system  of  odour  control.  L close 
watch  is  being  kept  of  progress  and  during  the  year  regular  inspections  were 
maintained. 


Milk  was  supplied  throughout  the  Urban  District  by  the  following  retailers 


M,  Brads hav/ 

D.  & G,  Clarey,  North  Road 
H,  Moisey  & Sons,  MeadoT/gate 
Budgen  & Co. 

K & C Sowell  (Mace) 

M.  M,  Tabor 


Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd. 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd. 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd. 


Peterborough  & District 
Co-operative  Society 


0\m  Dairies 


Choc  Box 
R.  Clements 
V G Cross  Ero  s. 


Supplied  ty  Peterborou^  Co-op, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 
Supplied  by  Pinchbeck  Dairies  Ltd, 


There  are  no  suppliers  of  untreated  milk. 


iii) 


The  table  in  dppendi:^  F gives  the  details  of  the  results  of  examination, 
of  milk  from  tlic..  suppliers. 


Bacteriological  Ice 


It  was  reported  in  last  year’s  report  that  the  blanket  of  sampling  of 
National  Producers  of  ice  cream  did  not  necessitate  the  regular  sampling 
which  had  hitherto  been  carried  out.  Nevertheless  a close  check  is  being 
made  on  this  question  and  if  necessary  samples  taken.  Greater  attention 
has  been  paid  to  methods  of  storage  of  the  nationally  produced  ice  cream 
v;hich  is  sold  and  in  particular  more  stringent  measures  of  temperature 
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control  have  been  taken. 

Mobile  traders  who  sell  soft  type  ice  creaxi  and  is  nore  locally  produced  VTill  it  is 
hoped  be  given  greater  coverage  during  the  next  year. 


The  nunber  of  prenises  covered  by  these  Regulations  remain  at  approximately  80,  and 
there  are  approximately  15  stalls  and  mobile  shops  covered  by  the  Pood  Hygiene  (Market 
Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) Regulations  1966,  A system  of  regular  inspections  was 
instituted  duidng  the  year  and  occupiers  were  beginning  to  be  more  awan  of  their 
obligations  under  the  Regulations,  It  is  fair  to  say  that  the  standard  of  premises 
generally  is  q\iite  high  and  with  a continuation  of  the  system  of  regular  inspections 
and  interest  by  the  Local  Authority  in  maintaining  good  hygienic  principals,  will  I 
feel  sure,  enable  an  improvement  to  be  made  even  on  premises  where  the  standard  is  very 
very  hi^. 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  use  of  modern  methods  of  display  and 
examples  set  in  the  town  during  the  year,  of  the  use  of  modern  hygienic  methods 
of  display  and  a generally  high  standard  of  hygienic  awareness  has  helped  to  set 
an  ex^ple  to  other  shop-keepers. 


As  in  previous  years  the  number  of  complaints  received  was  very  minimal.  One 
complaint  concerned  the  finding  of  a nail  in  a date  loaf.  The  other  concerned  the 
finding  of  a cockroach  in  a doughnut.  In  both  cases  exhaustive  enquiries  v/ere 
undertaken  and  reports  presented  to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  The  Committee 
decided  not  to  take  any  further  action  in  the  matter  and  the  cases  were  resolved 
informally.  It  is  interesting  to  note  however,  that  some  members  of  the  public  do 
not  appreciate  completely  that  their  local  Public  Health  department  can  deal  with 
and  in  fact  do  deal  with  matters  of  this  type.  These  complaints,  quite  justifiably 
brou^t  to  the  department’s  attention  do  achieve  the  object  of  ensuring  that 
producers  of  food  are  kept  on  their  toes.  The  firm  responsible  for  the  malt  loaf, 
installed  shortly  after  this  complaint,  a rather  sophisticated  machine  for  the 
detecting  of  metal  objects  end  in  the  case  of  the  doughtnut,  the  baker  concerned 
is  I am  sure  taking  far  greater  care  for  the  production  of  his  goods. 

People  who  complain  to  their  Local  Authority  do  a considerable  public  service,  as 
certainly  the  results  of  investigations  with  evidence  to  show  fault,  is  in  itself  a 
far  better  incentive  than  routine  inspections,  no  matter  how  important  the  latter  are. 
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ion  of  Food  Premises  ~ Section  16 


Manufacture  of  Sausages 
Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream 


8 

27 


PiiPT  111  - ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 


a)  Water  Supplies 

Although  mains  water  is  supplied  throughout  the  Urban  District  by  the  South 
Lincolnshire  Water  Board,  there  still  remain  several  private  supplies  within  the 
district  where  the  mains  are  inaccessible.  The  position  has  now  been  reached  where 
all  houses,  where  the  watermains  are  readily  available  have  been  connected  and  during 
the  year  work  on  the  last  five  houses  which  are  supplied  from  standpipes,  was  also 
completed,  17ith  regard  to  the  private  supplies,  a close  check  is  kept  on  all  of  these 
and  regular  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  for  examination.  The  results  indicated 
them  to  be  satisfactory,  although  there  was  some  sli^t  fluctuation  in  quality, 

b)  Bourne  Swimming  Pool 

In  a somewhat  detailed  report  given  last  year,  matters  indicated  that  the 
filtration  plant  was  readily  coming  to  the  end  of  its  life.  In  fact,  it  was  apparent 
and  indeed  had  been  apparent  the  previous  year,  that  because  of  poor  turn-over  and 
inadequo-te  filtration  the  spectre  of  breakdown  a,nd  closure  \jas  always  present.  The 
Bourne  United  Charities  which  had  so  long  owned  and  operated  this  considerable  amenity 
of  the  town,  were  in  a predicament  and  approaches  were  made  to  the  Comcil  with  a view 
to  them  accepting  the  responsibility  of  the  pool^  s operation.  In  the  early  pari;  of  the 
year  these  approaches  reached  a conclusion,  when  an  Agreement  was  drawn  up  between  the 
Council  and  the  United  Charities  whereby  the  Council  took  over  the  pool  on  a long  term 
lease  which  immediately  presented  the  responsibility  of  carrying  out  an  inspection, 
survey,  report  and  subsequent  work  of  renovation. 

As  quickly  as  possible,  a report  was  presented  to  the  Council  by  a nominee  of  the 
Institute  of  Baths  Management,  Mr,  R.  Francis,  Past  President  of  the  Institute.  The 
report  confirmed  all  the  many  faults  of  which  the  Council  and  the  Trustees  had  been 
aware  of  and  immediately  instructions  were  given  to  carry  out  such  works  as  were 
required  and  recommended,  A scheme  was  drawn  up  as  quickly  as  possible  and  ".7ith  a 
fight  against  the  clock,  all  the  necessary  approvals  and  loans  were  obtained  and  a 
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connencenent  made  on  March  8th.  Grants  were  also  generously  given  by  the  Kestoven  County 
Council  and  the  South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council* 

V/ith  the  connencenent  of  the  work  the  problem,  apart  fron  the  amount  of  work,  was 
getting  the  very  specialist  naterials  supplied  and  delivered  on  tine  and  during  the  course 
of  the  next  few  weeks,  problen  after  problem  had  to  be  overcome  to  ensure  as  rapid 
continuity  of  work  as  possible.  All  the  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Council's  own  direct 
labour  stai*f  apart  fron  the  installation  of  the  specialist  equipnent,  when  a fitter  of  the 
6quipnent*s  suppliers  directed  the  work  in  connection  with  the  filtration  system.  The  v/ork 
involved  consisted  of  the  excavating  to  pool  floor  level  along  three  and  a half  sides  of  the 
pool  to  enable  new  inlets  and  a circulation  system  to  be  installed.  The  erection  of  a new 
plant  room,  including  extremely  heavy  foundations,  and  the  pumping  sunp,  the  movement  of  all 
equipment  into  the  plant  room,  including  the  boiler  and  its  build  up  until  commissioning.  In 
addition  a separate  system  was  installed  for  the  paddling  pool  in  a small  plant  shed  erected. 
Certain  defects  were  apparent  in  the  construction  of  the  pool  itself  and  a considerable  amount 
of  excavation  \7ork  and  concrete  filling  had  to  be  undertaken  at  the  deep  end,  V/aterproofing 
vrork  was  carried  out  to  the  pool  itself,  which  resulted  in  prevention  of  leakage  which  had 
been  a problem  in  the  past.  The  construction  of  the  new  plant  room  enabled  the  area  within 
the  pool  to  be  extended  and  larger  areas  of  paving  were  constructed  and  also  there  was  an 
introduction  of  a considerable  area  of  grass  and  the  work  proceeded  virtually  non-stop. 

These  efforts  culminated  in  the  pool  being  open  on  the  30th  June, 

The  ability  of  the  equipnent  to  deal  with  large  numbers  of  bathers  v/as  immediate ly 
apparent  and  the  capabilities  of  the  plant  were  stretched  to  the  utmost  immediately  it 
opened,  due  to  the  extremely  good  weather  and  no  doubt  with  the  fact  that  the  water  vi/as 
hea,ted.  Sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  was  carried  out  on  a regular  basis,  from 
the  opening  and  in  addition  a system  was  evolved  of  daily  periodical  readings  for  various 
quality  tests  required  for  the  water.  It  is  extremely  satisfying  to  note  that  the  regular 
system  nov/  working  of  daily  readings  and  regular  sampling  indicated  extremely  satisfactory 
conditions.  The  general  quality  and  appearance  of  the  water  due  to  accurate  chemical  control 
was  a distinct  advantage  and  in  spite  of  enormous  fluctuations  in  use,  for  example  on  some 
Sundays  figures  in  the  region  of  sixteen  hundred  people  were  using  the  pool,  the  capacity  of 
the  plant  generally  was  sufficient  to  overcome  such  loads. 

The  coming  season  w'ill  be  considerably  extended  due  to  the  heating  of  the  water  and 
the  experience  during  the  current  year  of  the  operation  of  the  new  plant  because  of  the  late 
opening,  did  not  provide  a complete  indication  of  its  capabilities.  There  is  no  doubt  how- 
ever that  with  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  town,  this  pool  in  a few  years  will  become  one  of  the 
most  attractive  features  of  the  town  and  its  use  will  increase  with  its  increased  population. 
One  of  the  main  advantages  of  the  new  equipment  has  been  its  daily  use  by  the  various,  schools 
in  the  district  during  tenn  time  and  the  fa.ct  that  the  temperature  is  maintained  at  a 


comfortable  level  has  made  it  far  easier  for  young  children  to  receive  tuition* 


c) . Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 


The  use  of  the  facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Peterborough 
and  District  Memorial  Hospital  has,  as  always,  been  readily  available  for  the  department 
and  full  use  has  been  made  with  regard  to  its  facilities  for  pathological,  biological 
and  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples.  I mentioned  in  my  last  yearns  report  the 
help  and  giiidance  which  the  laboratory  gave  in,  connection  with  the  swimming  pool,  when 
difficulties  were  being  experienced  and  again  I would  lilce  to  place  on  record  my  thanks 
and  appreciation  to  Dr,  G-lencross  • and  his  staff  for  their  continued  help  and  advice. 


d)  Public  Cleansing 

i)  Refuse  Collection 


This  year  has  been  an  extremely  difficult  year  in  many  respects  and  none  of  the 
problems  in  the  various  aspects  of  the  departments  works  can  be  more  important  from 
the  public  image  point  of  view  than  refuse  collection.  The  existing  staff  and 
equipment  has  remained  unchanged  for  virtually  six  years  and  the  indication  of  the 
difference  between  past  and  present  from  a factual  point  of  view  can  be 
demonstrated  by  an  increase  of  over  four  hundred  collections,  each  week.  It  has 
alv/ays  been  a fact  that  the  refuse  collection  service  is  dependent  on  the  general 
attitude  of  the  collection  staff  and  Bourne  has  always  been  well  served  over  a long 
period,  by  men  with  long  service  to  the  Council,  Unfortunately  the  time  must  cone 
when  due  to  the  slieer  pressure  of  development,  the  system,  in  spite  of  overtime  and 
extra  working,  does  break  down  more  easily  and  the  time  to  re-gain  the  normal  regular* 
collection,  more  difficult  to  attain.  This  has  indeed  been  the  case  this  year*, 
althou^  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the  public  have  not  been  aware  of  the  serious 
difficulties  vdiich  have  arisen.  Generally  speaking  the  regular  collection  on  a 
particular  day  of  the  week  has  been  maintained.  It  is  hoped  that  the  delivery 
of  a new  vehicle  in  the  new  year*,  which  has  a greatly  enlarged  capacity  will 
prove  of  great  value  to  maintaining  the  normal  efficient  service. 

The  increase  of  workload  has  always  been  compensated  by  the  use  of  the  lorry 
and  with  the  new  vehicle  coning  into  operation  next  year,  it  will,  I feel  sxire,  be 
more  easy  to  make  good  lost  tine  and  overcome  delays,  than  has  been  the  case 
recently. 


ii)  Trade  Refuse 

The  trade  refuse  collection  service  which  has  bean  carried  out  for  some  years 
by  the  Council  on  Fridays  has  increased  to  a great  extent  due  to  the  increase  in 
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connorcial  business  in  the  town,  both  in  nunbers  and  in  size  of  business.  This  year  for  the 
first  tine,  extra  days  have  had  to  be  brought  in  to  collect  trade  refuse.  Charges  nade  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  let  1936  are  of  course  nade  in  the  case  of  this  collection, 

iii)  Refuse  Disposal 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  tip  face  vdiich  had  continued  along  the  old  railway 
cutting  to  the  west  of  the  tovm  had  reached  the  old  railway  bridge  and  in  ny  last  yearns 
report  I had  intinated  that  there  would  be  sone  difficulties  with  the  renoval  of  this  bridge. 
However,  with  the  aid  of  a denolition  expert,  the  bridge  was  easily  r enoved  and  the  tip 
face  proceeded  in  a westerly  direction.  It  had  been  hoped  that  the  old  tipping  area  , between 
the  Klondyke  and  the  bridge  would  be  levelled  and  graded  and  brou^t  back  to  sone  sort  of 
suitable  grass  surface,  this  will  it  is  hoped  be  carried  out  in  the  early  part  of  next  year, 
and  already  the  tip  face  is  noving  very  rapidly  towards  a nore  deeper  section  of  the  cutting. 
The  general  problen  of  disposal  of  refuse  in  the  town,  has  during  the  year  reached  difficult 
proportions,  due  nainly  to  the  indiscrininatc  tipping  in  various  parts  of  the  town.  This  is 
a national  problen  generated  by  the  lack  of  civic  pride  anonget  sone  citizens,  but  nore 
principally  due  to  the  acute  problen  of  disposing  of  the  sheer  bulk  of  v/aste  products  v/hich 
are  produced  in  such  quantities  in  the  nodem  way  of  life.  The  pre-packaging  of  all  types 
of  not  only  food,  but  other  itens,  is  creating  enomous  problons  vdaich  are  reaching 
extrenely  serious  proportions.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  question  of  refuse  disposal  is 
quite  rightly  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  larger  regional  top  tier  authorities,  because 
refuse  is  certainly  in  this  day  and  age,  required  to  be  put  throu^  destructor  or  inciner- 
ating plants,  otherwise,  the  country  side  and  indeed  the  nation  as  a whole,  will  quickly 
be  ovcrwhelned  by  the  sheer  accumulation  of  the  nations  own  waste  prod.ucts. 

In  the  ncantine  however,  the  Council  must  within  their  small  capabilities,  cope  with 
the  ever  increasing  volume  of  refuse  which  is  created  by  the  ratepayers  of  the  tovra, 

^j^eet  Cleansing 

This  year  brou^t  for  the  first  tine  into  operation,  mechanisation  of  street 
cleansing.  The  Council’s  Highways  Committee  had  made  due  provision  for  the  purchase  of 
such  a macliine  and  this  was  brought  into  operation  in  March  and  resulted  in  the  cutting 
down  of  the  labour  "by  one  street  cleaner.  Its  use  has  been  appreciated  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  from  a productivity  point  of  view,  the  streets  are  getting  nore  regular 
attention. 

Footpaths,  particular  in  the  centre  of  the  town  however,  still  ha,vo  to  be  cleansed 
manually  and  this  is  carried  out  of  course  on  a regular  daily  basis.  The  street  cleansing 
machine  also  carries  out  daily  cleansing  of  the  main  (central  area.  The  problen  is  still 
increa,sing  on  the  amount  of  waste  paper  and  packaging  which  are  left  in  the  street, 
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The  nvanber  of  public  roads  being  created  by  new  developnent  in  the  town  increases 
each  year  and  during  this  year,  long  new  roads  had  to  be  taken  over  and  were  brou^t 
into  the  orbit  of  street  cleansing. 

The  nornal  cleansing  of  street  gullies  of  all  public  highways  is  carried  out  twice 
a year, 

®)  Public  Conveniences 

The  two  blocks  of  public  conveniences,  provided  by  the  Council  in  South  Street 
and  on  the  Recreation  Ground  received  possibly  sonewhat  less  attention  fron  vandals, 
than  during  the  previous  year,  when  the  dsnage  done  reached  considerable  proportions. 
The  problem  with  these  conveniences  is  and  always  has  been  to  v/hat  extent  does  the 
standard  of  such  amenities  relate  to  the  standard  of  damage  which  very  often  occurs  in 
then.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  is  apparently  an  increase  in  the  standard  of 
the  cleanliness  of  these  conveniences  and  a lac^  cleaner  was  engaged  for  the  first 
time,  to  carry  out  the  work  attached  to  the  ladies  toilets,  which  has  proved 
satisfactory, 

f)  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  ^'.ct  1%9 

The  work  of  rodent  control,  together  w±t’i  otlior  allied  work,,  as  in  previous  years, 
has  been  carried  out  ty  I.Ir,  Baker,  the  Coimcil^s  Rodent  Operator,  who  carried  out  his 
work  on  a part-time  basis.  It  is  particularly  useful  to  have  an  operator  who  is  an 
employee  of  the  Council  and  T^ose  time  can  be  allocated  according  to  the  demands  of 
the  season,  in  addition  to  which  his  grea,t  local  loiowledge  of  both  his  work  and  the 
district  is  very  useful,  v/hen  conducting  rodent  control  operations.  There  is  no 
serious  and  noticeable  increase  of  rodent iifestations  and  primarily  his  work  has  been 
purely  a matter  of  control  and  survey.  It  is  probably  no  doubt  due  to  previous  years 
of  prompt  action  by  the  Council  and  a continuous  survey  of  the  area,  which  does  enable 
the  area  generally  to  be  free  from  serious  infestations  of  both  rats  and  nice. 

In  addition  to  normal  rodent  control  work  other  aspects  of  this  section  of  the 
department  has  been  many  and  varied,  Por  example  numerous  cases  have  been  dealt  with, 
with  regard  to  ants,  wasps,  bed  bugs,  etc,  , and  in  all  ninety  seven  visits  have  been 
made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  this. 

The  case  of  bed  bugs  was  the  first  case  for  many  years  and  was  I feel  sure  an 
extremely  isolated  incident.  It  is  interesthig  to  note  in  this  connection  that  one 
of  the  facts  of  the  improvement  of  social  conditions  has  meant  the  virtual  elimination 
of  such  complaints  as  bed  bugs  and  fleas. 
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Even  in  the  country  areas  sone  twenty  years  ago,  such  cases  were  quite  connon.  The  question 
of  insect  control  is  a free  service  provided  by  the  local  authori-ty  for  all  donestic 
properties  and  in  addition,  advice  is  alv/ays  given  by  the  operator,  a snail  charge  is  however 
nade  for  trade  prenises,  fams,  etc. 


g) 


Clean  i.ir 


In  this  area  the  situation  can  do  nothing  but  inprove,  with  regard  to  nomal  atnospheric 
pollution  caused  by  donestic  snoke,  and  indeed  the  reduction  in  the  nunber  of  houses  with  solid 
fuel  burning  facilities  is  increasing  each  year.  Certainly  there  is  virtually  no  problen  in 
the  developing  areas  of  the  town,  as  the  installation  of  gas  or  oil  heating  appliances  has 
conpletely  reduced  the  consunption  of  solid  fuel  to  the  very  nininun,  } 


This  year  no  conplaints  were  received  fron  chinneys  serving  industrial  boilers  and  in 
fact  two  industrial  plants  were  converted  to  oil  during  the  year  and  both  flues  were 
constmcted  in  accordance  vd.th  the  provisions  of  the  dct,  which  are  very  categoric  as  regards 
to  height  and  fune  control.  The  nost  frequent  contravention  now  however  is  dark  snoke  fron 
bonfires  on  industrial  and  trade  prenises  and  the  snail  anount  of  trouble  experienced  tho 
previous  year,  through  for  exanple  the  burning  of  tyres,  has  been  it  is  pleased  to  record, 
negligible. 


One  of  the  difficulties  has  always  been  the  question  of  the  Council’s  powers  under 
the  Eactories  ilct  and  in  connection  with  this  as  is  known,  the  nunber  of  factories  which  are 
not  utilising  nechanical  power  sonewhere  in  their  prenises,  is  very  negligible  and  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  visits  where  nechanical  power  is  in  operation,  purely  to  inspect 
the  sanitary  acconnodation.  It  should  be  observed  however  that  the  inspection  of  factory 
prenises  does  serve  a very  useful  purpose  in  first  of  all  getting  to  loiow  the  area  and 
district  intinately  and  also  picking  up  other  aspects  which  nay  affect  the  general 
environnental  condition  of  the  district. 


i) 


Office 


The  table  in  Appendix  I gives  details  of  the  inplencaitation  of  the  Act. 


During  the  year  no  najor  defects  or  deficiencies  were  foiind  and  action  under  the 
Act  was  not  required. 

It  is  hoped  that  during  the  coning  year  the  concerted  effort  to  bring  the  Register 
up  to  date  as  required  by  Section  A9  of  the  Act  will  be  carried  out.  It  is  extrenely 
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difficult  to  naintain  an.  effective  Register  of  premises  which  are  required  to  he 
registered  due  principally  to  the  failure  of  occupiers,  who  do  not  realise  that 
registration  is  an  arhitary  natter.  In  addition,  it  is  surprising  the  nunher  of  prenises 
which  do  cone  -ivithin  the  orhit  of  the  Lot  and  I have  no  douht  that  when  the  full  list  of 
prenises  is  hrou^t  up  to  date  next  year,  the  nunher  \7ill  he  surprising, 

j)  Potroleun  Re /illations  1928~1936 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  under  these  a-cts  to  licence  occupiers  of 
prenises  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit;  This  is  extremely  valuable,  as  the  storage 
of  potential  dangerous  liquid  must  he  controlled  in  some  form.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  some  thirty  three  prenises  were  licenced  in  1971  and  v;ithin  the  Urban  District  a 
naxinun  capacity  of  storage  under  licence  is  no\J  56,800  gallons.  Pees  payable  by  occupiers 
in  the  year  totalled  £89.00,  As  is  normal  with  petroleum  installations,  inspections  of  aH 
such  prenises  were  ca,rried  out  in  corgunction  with  the  Pire  Prevention  Officer  from  the 
Kesteven  Pire  Brigade,  The  co-operation  between  the  Pire  Service  and  the  Council* s Officers 
han  always  been  extremely  useful  on  nary  aspects  of  work  to  which  our  mutual  interests  are 
gathered.  During  these  inspections  no  serious  defects  were  found  but  various  minor  items  had 
to  be  carried  out  and  action  \icis  promptly  taken  by  the  occupiers  concerned, 

k)  Noise  Control  - Noise  Abatement  Act 

Usually  problems  with  regard  to  noise  are  very  few  and  far  between,  but  if  complaints 
are  made,  the  problems  of  prevention  are  very  difficult,  . Last  year  it  will  be  recollected 
that  tviTo  complaints  were  laid  before  the  department,  and  in  both  cases,  the  complaints  v;ero 
due  principally  to  ni{^t  operations.  A Notice  ha,d  been  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
(Recurring  Nuisances)  Act  I969  and  this  complaint  has  nov;  been  eliminated,  /Aith  regard  to 
the  other,  the  firm  involved  vacated  the  premises  and  moved  to  another  more  suitable  area 
in  the  town.  It  should  be  noted  that  premises  xihich  are  in  a predominently  residential  area, 
but  which  hare  over  many  decades  been  industrial  prenises,  are  extremely  difficult  to  control. 
One  of  these  is  a case  in  point,  where  the  prenises  hare  been  for  many  years  commercial  cun 
industrial  with  appropriate  Town  and  Country  Planning  Deemed  Use  and  there  v/as  no  necessity 
therefore  to  apply  for  a * Change  of  Use’,  If  however,  the  natter  had  been  a question  of 
applying  for  Planning  consent,  the  local  Planning  Authority  would  have  the  means  stalutorily 
to  lay  dovm  conditions  in  respect  of  noise  control  Miiich  would  normally  adequately  protect 
nei^bouring  residences. 

The  question  of  noise  is  not  a serious  problem  in  Bourne  and  this  does  unfortunately 
create  a problem  on  occasions,  whereby  the  very  absence  of  noise  tends  to  make  -viiat  would 
normally  in  Noise  Abatement  terms,  be  not  a serious  natter,  from  a public  point  of  view. 
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There  is  now  in  the  town  one  pet  shop  licenced,  and  the  conditions  appertaining  to  the 
prenises  did  not  give  rise  to  any  difficulty  during  the  year,  V/ith  regard  to  the  aninal 
hoarding  estahlishnent,  this  licence  lapsed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  the 
occupier  of  the  prenises  had  to  he  prosecuted  because  he  was  not  licenced.  The  case  was 
found  proven  and  the  defendant  fined  .€5. 00.  Shortly  after  this,  the  prenises  hecane  vacant 
and  renained  so  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 

There  is  one  Riding  Estahlishnent  in  the  district  and  enforcenent  of  this  hct  is  the 
County’s  responsibility. 

CjarKilusion 

It  is  a nornal  procedure  and  quite  rightly,  at  the  conclusion  of  an  dnnual  Report  to 
express  a.ppreciation  to  the  vanious  nenbers  of  the  staff  and  colleagues,  who  helped  during 
the  year. 

This  year  has  been  the  nost  difficult  year  I have  experienced  since  I \7as  appointed  in 
1966,  The  anount  of  vrork  involved  in  the  dopartncnt  bears  no  relation  to  viiat  it  was  sone 
five  years  ago.  The  staff  is  precisely  the  sane  in  nunber  as  in  those  days  and  quite 
clearly,  the  co-operative  spirit  and  the  hard  work,  nuch  of  v/hich  has  been  done  recently 
in  order  to  cope,  after  work  hours,  must  be  recorded  as  an  outstanding  exanple  of  good 
tocnwork.  First  of  all  nay  I say  a vrord  or  two  about  our  Liedical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dr,  H,  Ellis  Snith.  I nentioned  in  ny  report  last  yeair  of  his  dry  hunour,  but  nore  than 
this,  has  been  the  confidence  he  has  alv/ays  presented  on  the  several  problens  which  we 
had  in  1971.  Sone  obvious  problens  v/ere  of  an  extrenely  serious  na,ture  and  the  long 
discussions  which  took  place  on  nany  aspects  of  various  actions  to  be  taken,  pay  tribute 
to  the  closeness  of  co-operation  between  Officers, 

The  new  ^.^dditional  Public  Health  Inspector,  P,  Nutt,  settled  v/ell  in  the 
departnent  and  the  early  indications  of  his  capabilities  bore  fruit  during  the  work  of 
the  year.  His  work  becane  veryqiicldLy  involved  and  during  the  year  he  took  charge  of 
nany  aspects  of  the  v;ork  of  the  departnent. 

No  other  part  of  the  adninistration  of  the  office  can  be  illustrated  nore  forcibly 
in  the  work  of  the  departnent  than  the  general,  office,  which  has  to  cope  vn.th  the 
considerable  nunber  of  conplaints  and  callers,  vdiich  cone  throu{^  the  departnent.  In 
addition  to  this,  all  telephone  calls  cone  through  to  this  office  and  tiae  counter  is 
continually  occupied  \7ith  conplaints,  callers  and  onployees  coning;  in  for  instructions 
and  orders.  In  a very  short  tine  in  this  particular  office,  one  c'an  get  an  innodiate 
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cross  sectional  picture  of  the  work  of  the  dopartnent  and  the  nany  and  varied  facets 
which  arise.  It  is  a tribute  to  the  two  nenbers  of  the  clerical  staff  llrs,  J,  Larkinson 
and  Miss  S,  Narisinhan  that  thqy  have  conducted,  this  part  of  the  adninistration  with  the 
nininun  of  trouble  and  the  naxinun  of  effort.  In  particular  I nust  pay  tribute  to 
Mrs,  J,  Larkinson  v/ho  for  so  nany  years  has  had  to  train  continually,  it  would  seen,  a 
new  junior  nenber  of  the  staff  and  unfortunately  for  various  reasons,  innediately  a nov; 
one  has  reached  the  stage  of  being  able  to  deal  with  natters,  a resignation  follows  and 
the  whole  appointnent  procedure  has  had  to  start  over  again.  The  lack  of  continuity  does 
create  problens  in  this  respect  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  dopartnent  will  soon  be  served 
by  sone  junior  clerk  who  will  be  willing  to  stay  for  a longer  period,  than  has  hitherto 
been  the  case.  Since  1966  there  have  been  five  new  appointnonts  to  this  office, 

A few  words  nust  be  said  about  the  Technical  Assistant,  Mr,  B.  Pashloy,  who  in  spite 
of  a trenendous  increase  in  vrork  has  never  failed  to  cheerfully  accept  additional 
responsibilities.  The  tern  ’Technical  Assistant’  nay  cover  a nultitude  of  sins,  certainly 
the  designation  does  not  indicate  the  range  of  work  the  hold.er  of  this  position  now  covers. 
The  trenendous  voluno  of  developnent  and  the  work  being  carried  out  ly  the  Direct  Labour 
section  of  the  dopartnent,  which  is  also  on  the  increase,  has  all  added  to  the  problens  of 
work  load,  lir,  Pashley  is  a nost  conscientious  and  loyal  nonbor  of  the  departnent. 
Collectively  one  cannot  hope  for  a nore  hard  working  staff  in  the  departnent  and  the  fact 
which  was  nentioned  previously  that  the  conplinont  in  the  departnent  has  renainod  static 
for  sonething  like  twenty  years,  illustrates  the  capabilities  of  the  present  nenbers, 

I nust  also  express  ny  appreciation  for  the  co-operative  spirit  of  both  the  Clerk, 
lir,  P,  Mason  and  the  Treasurer,  llr,  IC,  Jordan.  No  Authority  can  work  efficiently  without 
the  three  Departnental  Heads  working  together  and  discussing  together  the  various  natters 
and  problens  which  arise  daily. 

I would  also  nention  the  virtual  indispensable  help  given  to  the  departnent  by 
Ifr,  Maxfield,  the  Joint  Chenist,  with  his  specialised  knowledge,  his  subject  has  proved 
an  absolute  essential  part  of  the  departnents  works.  There  is  no  doubt  that  without  his 
help,  the  problens  associated  with  trade  effluent  for  exanple,  would  alnost  have  been 
insurnountable  during  the  yea,r.  In  addition  to  this,  his  regular  sanpling  of  sewage 
effluents,  has  neant  innediately,  action  being  taken  on  eny  failure  of  the  work  of  the 
sewage  disposal  plant.  One  does  tend  to  accept  this  sort  of  service  as  part  of  the  nornd 
adninistration,  but  it  certainly  is  a fact  that  there  are  nany  Authorities,  without  the 
help  of  a Chenist,  The  joint  decision  of  this  Council  and  iiie  South  ICesteven  Rural  District 
Council  in  1966,  to  appoint  l»ir.  Maxfield,  nust  have  been  one  of  the  najor  joint  p rogressive 
achievenents  for  nany  years. 

It  has  been  an  extrenely  difficult  year  and  certainly  one  of  the  nost  difficult  that 
Bourne  Councillors  are  likely  to  suffer,  fron,.  Ngthing  can.  nore  exer5)lorise  the 
seriousness  of  the  years  TOrk,  than  the  danger  of  the  near  failure  of  the  tovms  sewerage 
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systen.  It  nay  not  have  "been  thoroughly  realised  by  the  Council  that  the  responsibility 
of  naintaiaing  the  satisfactory  effluent  into  the  River  Authority’s  viratercourse  is  of  the 
Councillor  hinself  or  herself,  individually  and  collectively  and  indeed  several  nenbers 
of  Local  i'-uthorities  have  found  this  out  in  recent  years,  A wrong  decision  by  nenbers 
of  the  Council  on  this  aspect  can  have  the  nost  serious  repercussions. 

I have  endeavoured  at  all  tines  to  help  and  guide  the  Chairnan  and  Menbers  of  the 
Public  Health  Connittee  on  nany  natters,  sone  of  v/hich  vri.ll  effect  the  tov/n  and  its 
inhabitants  for  nany  years,  such  reconnendations  and  advice  nay  have  been  given  sonessthat 
forcibly  on  one  or  two  subjects,  I feel  the  nore  stronger  th©  advice  is  given  the  nore 
serious  has  been  the  subject  and  indeed  the  nore  serious  results  of  action  which  the 
Public  Health  Connittee  nay  "have  been  asked  to  take,  or  not  to  take. 

To  the  Chairnan  and  Menbers  of  the  Council  itself,  ny  thanks  are  due  for  their  support 
in  the  TTork  of  the  departnent, 

M,  Silverwood 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health 
Inspector 
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APPENDIX  A 


HOUSES 


DEIJOLISHED 


UNFIT 

HOUSES 

CLOSED 


UNFIT 

HOUSES 

JL.DE 

FIT 


IN 

CLEi'J?iiNCir 

/JffiAS 


NOT  IN 

CLEi'Jl/ITCE 

ARELS 


Number  of  houses  represented 
Number  of  houses  demolished 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 


Number  of  houses  represented 
Number  of  houses  demolished 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 


Number  of  houses 
Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 

After  informal  action  by 
Local  Authority 

After  formal  notice^  by  Public 
Health.  Act: 

by  ovmer 

by  Local  Authority 
After  formal  notice  Housing  Act 
by  owner 

by  Local  Authority 
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/J^PENDIX  B 


imOVEMENT  GRiilTS 


1,  Nmtier  of  Applications  approved  8 

2.  Number  of  dwellings  improved  15 

3*  i'jnount  paid  in  Grants  £1136,00 

A.  Average  Grant  per  house  £75.73 

5,  ijnenities  provided:  a^  Fixed  bath  or  shower  5 

b)  Y/ash  basin  5 

c)  Sink  1 

d)  Hot  water  supply  to  a,b  or  c 5 

e)  Internal  \7,  c.  9 

(2)  IMPROVEMENT  GRx'.NTS 

1.  Number  of  Applications  approved  l6 

2.  Number  of  Applications  refused  - 

3.  Amount  approved  in  Grants  £9459.40 

4.  Average  Grant  per  application  £597.46 

5.  Number  of  schemes  completed  5 


(3)  SPBCIi'J.  GMTS 

These  are  grants  payable  at  the  discretion  of  the  Council 
for  the  provision  of  basic  amenities  for  the  overall  benefit 
of  houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year. 
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/xPPENDIX  C 


Details  of  Slaughtering  Over  the  last  Pour  Years 


Year 

Horses 

Cattle 

Bulls 

Cows 

1968 

53 

923 

- 

38 

1969 

57 

1,074  ' 

- 

19 

1970 

37 

1,240 

1 

29 

1971 

37 

1,438 

2 

24 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

No.  of 
Visits 

11 

2,856 

3,394 

7,275 

526 

1 

3,490 

3,180 

7,821 

550 

2 

4,125 

f 

3,565 

8,999 

572 

2 

4,865 

4,465 

10,831 

638 

Meat  Inspection  Pees  during  1 971 
totalled  £567.74 
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i'J^NDIX  E 


DETAILS  OP  13KPIT  MEAT  SURRENDERED  AT  EAST&ATS  MD  KLONDYKE  SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


1,  (a)  Carcases 


1 

Cow 

carcase 

and 

offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and  offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and 

offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and  offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and 

offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and 

offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and 

offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and 

offal 

3 

Cow 

carcases  and  offal 

1 

Cot/ 

carcase 

and 

offal 

1 

Cow 

carcase 

and  offal 

Enaciation  due  to  Johnes  Diseases 

Oedema  and  emaciation 

Cenoral  oedema,  emaciation,  arthritis 

Oedema  and  Trauma 

Trauma' 

Septicaemia 

Septicaemia,  severe  bruising 
Severe  bruising 

Severe  bruising  and  fevered  (Crass  staggers) 
Fevered  carcase 

Septic  peritonitis,  pericarditis,  pneumonia 


1 Beast  carcase  and  offal 
1 BeQ-st  carcase  and  offal 
1 Beast  carcase  and  offal 


Emaciation  and  fevered 

Emaciation 

Cirrhosis 


A Pig  carcases  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 

1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 

2 Pig  carcases  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 
1 Pig  carcase  and  offal 


lyaemia 

- Oed^a  and  emaciation 
Septicaemia 
Jaundice 
Erysipelas 

Accute  diffuse  septic  peritonitis 
Accute  diffuse  septic  pneumonia 
Peritonitis 
Septic  pneumonia 


1 Sheep  carcase  and  offal 

1 Sheep  carcase  and  offal 

2 Sheep  carcases  and  offal 
1 Lamb  carcase  and  offal 

1 Lamb  carcase  and  offal 


Pregnancy  toxaemia 

G-eneral  Oedema  and  emaciation 

Septicaemia 

Immaturity 

Oedema  and  emaciation 
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/J^PENDIX  E cont 


(^)  Part  Carcases 

1  Beast  - Head  & Tongue 

1 Beast  - Head  & Tongue 

2 Pigs  - Heads 

3 Pigs  - Heads 

1 Beast  - Thin  Skirt 
3 Beasts  - Thin  Skirt , ^ 

1 Beast  - Top  Piece  - 

3 Pigs  - Skirt 

2 Pigs  - Fores 

1 Pig  - Hind  Pork 
1 Pig  - Hind  quarters 

1 Pig  ~ Part  Back 

2 Sheep  - Hinds 

1 Sheep  — Forequarter 
1 Sheep  - Head 


1 Calf  - Hind  Quarters 


Ac  t inobac illo  sis 
Melanosis 

Abcesses 

Tuberculosis 

Back  bleeding 

Pleurisy 

Bruising 

Pleurisy 
Abcesses 
Abe  ess. 

Arthritis 

A.bcesses 

Arthritis 
Septic  Pleurisy 
Multiceps  Sturdy 

Severe  bruising  - 


fracture 
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iJ^ESNDIX  E cont 


2. 


3. 


27  Beasts  - Liver 

1 Beast  - Part  Liver 
13  Beasts  - Liver 

2 Beasts  - Part  Liver 
1 Beast  ~ Liver 

1 Beast  - Lung 
1 Beast  - Lung 
4 Beasts  - Lungs 
1 Beast  - Heart  and  Lungs 


i Pigs 
Pigs  ' 
Pigs  . 
Pigs 
Pigs  . 

Pig  - 
3 Pigs 
2 Pigi 


s - 


- Lungs 

• Lungs 

■ Lungs 

• Plucks 

■ Plucks 
Pluck 

• Hearts 
Kidneys 


5 Sheep  - Plucks 

6 Sheep  - Lings 
6 Sheep  - Hearts 

1 Sheep  - Trinnings 


Ahcesses 

Abcesses 

Cirrhosis 

Cirrhosis 

Fluke 

Pneumonia 

Emphysema 

Pleurisy 

Melanosis 

Pleurisy 

Ahcesses 

Pneumonia 

Ascaris 

Pneumonia,  ahcesses,  ascaris 
Septic  pneumonia,  ascaris 
Pericarditis 
Nephritis 

Parasitic 
Pleurisy 
Pericarditis 
Blood  Splashing 


Total  weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  condemned  at  Eastgate  and  Klondyke  Abhattoirs 

H.877-lb 

Details  of 
Ice  Cream: 


2 X 

30 

Cornish  Bars 

2 X 

30 

Handy  Bars 

1 X 

24 

Choc  Ices 

1 X 

12 

Mivvi ' s 

A X 

3 

Handy  Blocks 

12  X 5 

Standard  Blocks 

Strawberries  21  cans 

Bacon  Three  joints  lO-lb 
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i*PrENDIX  P 


Bacteriological  sanples  taken  in  the  District  "by  Kesteven  County  Council, 


1 Producer 

I - 

i 

i Type  of  Milk 

1 Results  1 

[ 

Methylene  Blue 

Phosphatase  i 

i Pinchbeck  Dairies 

Pasteurised 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory! 

1 Seaman*  s Dairy 

H 

11 

n 

i Pinchbeck  Dairies 

It 

It 

It 

! Peterborou^  Co-op 

. 

n 

1 •> 

11 

Pinchbeck  Dairies 

It 

1 " 

It 

I Pinchbeck  Dairies 

II 

It 

II 

1 Pinchbeck  Dairies 

II 

1 tt 

II 

i Peterborough  Co-op 

1 

\ i 

1 i 

! i 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

It 

[ 

iJ'ESNDIX  G- 


Date 

No.  of  bathers 

the  STTimmiiifi  Pool  daily 

LB  Chlorine  Date  No.  of  bathers 

LB  Chlorine 

30.6.71 

275 

, - 

1.8.71 

510 

25 

1.7.71 

468 

- 

2.8.71 

327 

36 

2.1. TL 

- 

3.8,71 

54 

29 

3.7.71 

687 

- 

4.8.71 

156 

24 

4.7.71 

798 

- 

5.8.71 

266 

31 

5.7.71 

308 

- 

6. 8. 71 

. 200 

32 

6.  7. 71 

454 

- 

7.8.71 

198 

24 

1.1. n 

980 

- 

8.8. 71 

- 586 

41 

8.7.71 

1114 

- 

9.8.71 

210 

48 

9.7.71 

460 

- 

10. 8.71 

• 36 

30 

10. 7.71 

360 

- 

11.8.71 

76 

32 

11.7.71 

1556 

- 

12.8.71 

84 

40 

12.7.71 

180 

- 

13. 8. 71 

93 

24 

13. 1.11 

435 

- 

14. 8.71 

56 

22 

14.7.71 

371 

~ 

15. 8. 71 

94 

18 

15.7.71 

532 

- 

16, 8,71 

418 

38 

16. 7. 71 

228 

- 

17.8.71 

568 

34 

47.7.71 

215 

- 

18.8.71 

121 

31 

18.7.71 

510 

- 

19.8.71 

241 

36 

19.7.71 

274 

- 

20.8.71 

no 

32 

20.7.71 

350 

- 

21. 8.71 

34 

19 

21.7.71 

200 

24 

22.8.71 

288 

24 

22.7.71 

603 

36 

23.8. 71 

105 

26 

23.7.71 

174 

43 

24. 8.71 

111 

14 

24.7. 71 

280 

34 

25.  8. 71 

463 

31 

25.7.71 

600 

48 

26.8.71 

407 

29 

26. 7. 71 

400 

31 

21. 8.71 

178 

37 

27.7.71 

526 

32 

28. 8. 71 

151 

42 

28.7.71 

305 

11 

29.8.71 

156 

29 

29.7. 71 

560 

33 

30. 8. 71 

106 

28 

30.7. 71 

784 

41 

31. 8.71 

in 

28 

31.7.71 

220 

34 
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iJPPENDIX  G cont, 


Date 


No.  of  Bathers  LB  Chlorine 


1.9.71 

119 

30 

2. 9.71 

311 

37 

3.9.71 

20 

19 

4. 9. 71 

.194 

27 

5.9.71 

726 

37 

6.9.71 

350 

36 

7.9. 71 

340 

41 

8.9.71 

221 

31 

9.9.71 

248 

29 

10. 9. 71 

167 

31 

11. 9. 71 

176 

34 

12.9.71 

486 

30 

13.9.71 

130 

30 

24.9.71 

122 

19 

15.9.71 

44 

13i 

16.9.71 

84 

16 

17,9.71 

96 

18 

18. 9. 71 

151 

21 

19.9.71 

381 

20 

20.9.71 

41 

25 

21.9.71 

57 

17 

22.9.71 

51 

26 

23.9.71 

49 

26 

24.9.71 

4 

24 

25.9.71 

8 

24 

26. 9. 71 

21 

16 
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/IPFENDIX  H 


1,  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2*  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

including  nearby  premises 
inspected  following  notifications. 


(b) 

Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a) 

Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than 
notifica,tion 

(b)  Number  infested  by 

(i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


NON-A&RICUlTUIh'lL 


2,A70 


.G-RICULTUEi'iL 


113 


67 


4 


52 

13 


3 
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/*PEENDIX  I 


OFFICES  SHOPS  iJJD  RfllLWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1965 


j EEGISTR/^TIONS  ilTD  GENSEILL  INSESCTIQNS  I 

f _ _ , _ _ „ ..  . 

j Cla'^S  OF  EREffiSES 

I 

j 

f 

j 

NUMBER  OF  EREfflSES  i 
NEWLY  REGISTERED  I 
DURING  THE  YEaR  | 

TOTiX  NUMBER 
REGISTERED  AT 
END  OF  YE/xR 

i NUMBER  OF  REGISTERED 
i PREMISES  RECEIVING  ONE  I 
I OR  MORE  GENERAL 

I INSPECTIONS  DURING  THE  I 
I YEAR  i 

I 1.  Offices 
j 2.  Hctail  Shops 
j 3«  ^Tholesale  Shops,  TJ‘are- 
1 houses 

1 4,  Catering  Estahlishnents 

{ open  to  public.  Canteens 

1 5.  Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 i 

6 i 

t 

j 

36 

Ihr 

2 

5 

1 

I 23  I 

I 58  I 

i i 

: I 

I 5 I 

1 TOTi'XS 

7 I 

11  8 

I . 87  I 

1 T0T;X  NUliBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  ( 

INCLUDING  GENERfX  INSPECTIONS^ 

...JI.Q3_.. I 

i NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  APPOINTED  UNDER  SEC  52  (l)  OR 

(5)  OF  THE  ACT 

1 

/■N;.LYSIS  by  V70R1CPL/.CE  OF  PERSONS  SI/IPLOIED  IN  BS&ISTERED  PEEMSES  LT  THE  END  OF  THE  YE/Jl 


1 CLASS  OP  WOREPK.CE 

'NUIilBER  OF'pISSON^^^ 

! !• 

Offices 

141 

M/XES 

185 

1 2. 

1 3. 

Retail  Shops 

283 

Wholesale  Shops,  W ardiouses 

31 

FEMi'*LES 

299 

I 

i 

Catering  Estahlishnents  open 
to  public.  Canteens 

24 

1 5. 

L.. 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

3 

I 

tot;xs 

482 

48A 
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